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filled w ith tale after tale of arrogance, ignorance,
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w hich A m erican eugenicists influenced their
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raiser and an eye-opener é  contains details so
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or bear to read them  é  This is an im portant book,
filled w ith little-know n facts about how  som e of
our m ost esteem ed institutions and professionals
funded and practiced very bad science, if it w as
science at all, and how  this pseudoscience
perm eated m uch of the w orldôs thinking and led to
the atrocities of a w orld w ar.
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com pulsory sterilizationð an idea that stim ulated
the N aziôs eugenics program . The full extent of this
m edical crim e has been described by Black in this
sensational book.
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fierce, com pelling, account of how  A m erican ideas
helped inspireð if thatôs the right w ordð H itlerôs
R eich é  W ar Against the W eak is w ell told and
extraordinarily sad. It represents a prodigious feat
of reporting, as Black has trolled every archive
and read every letter. A very persuasive book.
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job and the resulting story is at once shocking and
gripping.
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IM PR E SSIV E. Im pressive, probably the history
of eugenics for the foreseeable future.
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W E LL-D O C U M E N T ED . C O M PR E H EN SIV E.
A n im portant, w ell-docum ented, com prehensive
story, not know n to m ost A m ericans, about a
perversion of the pursuit of know ledge in the
interest of race and social superiority.

Steve Courtney, H artford Courant

C H IL L IN G  A N D  TH O R O U G H LY
R ESE A R C H E D . C hilling and thoroughly
researched é  it is a book w hose m essage m ust be
m ade know n é  for those w ho say ñIt canôt happen
here.ò
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A cknow ledgm ents

here do I begin to express gratitude, w hen
so m any people in so m any places have lent
so m any hands to advance the cause of this
years-long project? M ore than fifty

researchers in fifteen cities in four countries,
assisted by scores of archivists and librarians at
m ore than one hundred institutions, com bined to
ingather and organize som e 50,000 docum ents,
together w ith hundreds of pages of translation, as
w ell as to review  hundreds of books and journals,
all to collectively tear aw ay the thickets of m ystery
surrounding the eugenics m ovem ent around the
w orld. I cannot nam e all w ho need nam ing because
of space lim itations. In m any cases, I do not even
know  them  all. M any helped behind the scenes. But
if great projects depend upon great efforts by a
vast netw ork, then W ar Against the W eak is greatly
indebted indeed.



I m ust begin by thanking m y corps of skilled
researchers, m ostly volunteers. Because the
inform ation needed for W ar Against the W eak
resided in m any out-of-the-w ay archives as w ell as
m ajor repositories, the challenge w as to locate the
right person in the right place at the right tim e,
from  the hilly back country of southern Virginia to
B erlin. Recruits cam e from  the Internet,
organizational bulletin boards, w ord of m outh and
m y personal w ebsite, as w ell as the devoted
research team  involved w ith m y previous books,
IBM  and the H olocaust and The Transfer
Agreem ent. Som e w orked for a few  days in a
strategic location to extract vital inform ation;
others w orked for m onths at a tim e in archives or
m y office.

Thanks are due to at least eight people in
G erm any, including D ennis Riffel, Christina
H erkom m er and Jakob K ort, w ho w orked
tirelessly in Berlin, M unich, H eidelberg, K oblenz
and M unster at the archives and libraries of the
M ax Planck Institutes (successor to the K aiser
W ilhelm  Institutes), B undesarchiv, H eidelberg



University, M ¿nster U niversity, the Frei University
and m any other locations review ing and
sum m arizing thousands of pages. The laser-like
ability of Riffel, H erkom m er and their colleagues
to identify connections spanning decades betw een
G erm ans and A m ericans w as indispensable.

In London, Jane B ooth, Julie Utley, D iane Utley
and several others spent m onths checking
num berless docum ents, review ing pam phlets and
squinting at m icrofiche at the Public R ecord
O ffice, W ellcom e Library, University C ollege of
London A rchives, B ritish Library, C am bridge and
other repositories to uncover links across the
A tlantic.

In N ew  York, m ore than a dozen researchers
including M ax G ross assisted m e at the N ew  York
Public Library, the archives of N ew  York
University, Colum bia U niversity, and the Planned
Parenthood Foundation. In Virginia, Susan Flem ing
Cook, Bobby H olt and A aron Craw ford dug
through special and restricted library collections,
archives, little-know n m useum s, courthouse and
institutional records, as w ell as the files of the



A C LU. In C alifornia I w as assisted by Lorraine
R am sey w ho w orked in Chico, Sacram ento and the
U niversity of C alifornia at B erkeley; Joanne
G oldberg at the archives of the H oover Institution
and Stanford University; and others.

N o few er than eight researchers, including
C hristopher Reynolds and D avid K eleti, spent long
hours at the A m erican Philosophical Society
archives in Philadelphia, the countryôs m ost
precious eugenic resource. I ow e a debt to A shley
and Jodie H ardesty w ho, am ong a team  of four,
scoured the valuable files of Verm ont eugenicists,
w hich in m any cases w ere still w aiting to be
processed. A t Trum an State University in
K irksville, M issouri, I recruited a cadre of
students to scrutinize thousands of pages of
docum ents from  the files of H arry Laughlin in the
Pickler M em orial Library and its archive, and tw o
of the m ost helpful w ere Benjam in G arrett and
C ourtney Carter. The project w as also aided w hen
attorney C harles B radley volunteered to provide
follow -up at the R ockefeller A rchives.

O f special im portance w as Phyllis Bailey of



M ontreal, w ho labored at university libraries in
M ontreal, the Public R ecords of Verm ont, the
A m erican Philosophical Society in Philadelphia,
and the Rockefeller A rchives in Sleepy H ollow ,
N ew  York. B ailey drove from  archive to archive
displaying extraordinary research skill and keen
intellectual understanding of the injustices she w as
investigating.

M y W ashington, D .C., research staff-about a
dozen individuals-displayed unflagging tenacity in
researching at num erous archives, analyzing and
organizing thousands of docum ents, as w ell as
delivering incom parable research and m anuscript
detail w ork. N o research project could ask for
m ore. H ere I include K ate H anna, w ho w orked at
the N ational Library of M edicine and the Library
of C ongress, and, w ielding her uncanny m em ory
could recall alm ost every line of thousands of
pages of eugenics journals she review ed. O nce
K ate even corrected the date on an archival
photograph.

Paul D w yer displayed a special acum en for
locating obscure volum es at num erous libraries,



including A m erican U niversity, C atholic
University, G eorge W ashington University, G eorge
M ason University, the U niversity of the D istrict of
Colum bia and others; he w as also am ong a team  of
a dozen that pored through record groups at the
N ational A rchives. Eve Jones searched files at the
N ational A rchives and the Carnegie Institution, and
m y ow n considerable archival holdings.

John Corrado, assisted by Eve Jones, led the
four-person fact and footnote verification team
w hose chore it w as to cross-exam ine every fact
and bit of fact context and then create the
docum entation trail, footnote by footnote, folder by
folder. Corrado is also an exceptional researcher.
O ften, as I pounded m y keyboard, I w ould call out
an obscure nam e from  decades past; w ithin
m om ents, Corrado w as able to report the details.
H e is a researcherôs researcher.

Corrado, Jones, H anna and D w yer w ere
augm ented and assisted by Patricia M ontesinos,
A lexandra Carderelli, G reg G reer, Eric Sm ith,
Erica A shton and several others. N um erous
translators w orked arduously and often w ith little



notice; chief am ong them  w as Susan Steiner, and
K arl Lam pl also helped.

W ar Against the W eak could never have been
com pleted w ithout the exceptional cooperation
ofliterally scores of archivists and librarians.
Som e archivists helped by producing as m any as
five thousand photocopies from  a single institution,
often m aking an exception to their copying
regulations, and w ith special file and fact searches,
as w ell as fellow ship.

In England, those w ho deserve thanks include
A nne Lindsay, H elen W akely, Tracy Tillotson,
Chris H ilton and m any others at the W ellcom e
Library; Stephen W right and Julie A rcher at
University C ollege of London; and num erous
staffers at the Public R ecord O ffice and the B ritish
Library.

In G erm any, the list is long and represents the
best of G erm anyôs unparalleled archival services,
as w ell as its dedication to understanding its ow n
history. A t the top of the list is M atthias M . W eber,
archivist at the M ax Planck Institute for Psychiatry
and an expert on G erm an eugenics, w ho spent



m any hours assisting m y project. W ilhelm  Lenz and
A nnegret N eupert at Bundesarchiv both in Berlin
and K oblenz greatly expedited our w ork. H ans
Ew ald K essler gave good advice and facilitated
our access at H eidelberg University archives and
R obert G iesler did the sam e at the university
archives at M unster. H arry Stein at Buchenw ald
A rchive w as indispensable in locating and
providing copies of K atzen-Ellenbogen trial
m aterials lost at the N ational A rchives in
W ashington. H elm ut Freiherr von Verschuer
granted perm ission to freely exam ine his fatherôs
records. M any m ore G erm an librarians and
archivists are not nam ed for lack of space and I
apologize.

In the United States, I w orked w ith dozens of
repositories, m any holding local and seem ingly
innocuous m aterials and unaw are of their
international value. The list stretched from
com m unity historical societies and corporate
libraries to the m ajor eugenic archives. Four
institutions rendered profound assistance and their
archivists reside at the apex of archival



personalities preserving the history of eugenics.
Judith Sapko, archivist extraordinaire at Pickler
M em orial Library, labored m ore than I am
perm itted to say; Sapko w as in constant contact
w ith m e during m onths of research. Jam es Byrnes
and Jennifer Johnsen at Planned Parenthoodôs
M cCorm ack Library displayed unrivalled and
unflinching cooperation by continuously faxing
m aterials-often w ithin m inutes of m y request-to
verify or disprove inform ation about M argaret
Sanger. A t C old Spring H arbor, Clare Bunce w as a
cham pion of research assistance, helping even as
her ow n archives w ere in flux; M ila Pollock w as
also an im portant help. Valerie Lutz and Rob Cox,
underm anned and greatly taxed, did their utm ost to
respond to pressing needs at the A m erican
Philosophical Society for m ore than a year.

There w ere m any m ore in A m erica. M arie
Carpenti at the N ational A rchives, A m y Fitch and
Tom  N ussbaum  at the Rockefeller A rchives and
John Strom  at the Carnegie Institution A rchives all
helped continuously.

Several people at the United States H olocaust



M em orial M useum  assisted greatly, including
archivist H enry M ayer, several librarians, Tom
Cooney and A ndy H ollinger. Unfortunately, the
executive staff at U SH M M  refused to open its
records regarding IBM  and certain other
corporations, as w ell as the topic of A m erican
corporations and eugenics, and even rebuffed a
Freedom  of Inform ation A ct request, claim ing the
m useum  w as im m une to FO IA requests. B ut this
did not stop others at the m useum  from  doing their
best to provide other traditional historical
m aterials, and I thank them .

In addition, dozens of librarians helped,
finding and copying rare new spapers, journals and
other special m aterials in their collections. A t the
top of the list is Janice K aplan at the N ew  York
A cadem y of M edicine Library, and D avid Sm ith, a
reference librarian of the N ew  York Public
Library; both w orked w ith m e for m onths. A nne
H ouston at Tulane University and the staff of the
Rockville Public Library also deserve special
m ention, as does Charles Saunders and the staff at
the Richm ond Tim es-D ispatch new spaper m orgue.



I apologize to m any m ore w ho cannot be listed for
lack of space.

N um erous state officials w ent above and
beyond. These include M argaret W alsh, Judith
D udley and Jam es S. Reinhard at Virginiaôs
D epartm ent of H ygiene, for allow ing m e to be the
first to receive docum ents from  the files of the
Central Virginia Training School regarding Carrie
Buck. I also thank state of Verm ont officials for
helping w ith im portant archival docum ents relating
to the H itler regim e. M any m ore state officials
w orked w ith m e on a confidential basis to reveal
closed records. Their nam es cannot be revealed,
but they know  w ho they are.

Literally dozens of experts, eyew itnesses and
other sources gave of their tim e to provide
docum entation in their possession, help trace facts
or exchange ideas. In som e instances the exchanges
w ere brief, and in som e cases the consultations
w ere extensive and spanned w eeks of effort.
A m ong them  w ere Sam  Edelm an, N ancy G allagher,
D aniel K evles, Paul Lom bardo, Barry M ehler, K .
Ray N elson, D iane Paul, Steve Selden, and



Stephen Trom bley.
G reat guidance, page by page, stretching over

m any w eeks, w as rendered by M ax Planck
archivist M atthias W eber and geneticist Benno
M uller-H ill in G erm any; health policy historian
Paul W eindling in England; eugenics author J.
D avid Sm ith at the University of Virginia; and
N ational A rchives N azi historian and archivist
Robert W olfe in the U.S. I am  also grateful to the
m any other draft readers w hose com m ents w ere so
essential, including S. Jay O lshansky, a health
issues expert at the University of Illinois; W Illiam
Seltzer, a dem ographic and census expert at
Fordham  University; archivist Piotr Setkiew icz at
A uschw itz M useum ; W illiam  Spriggs of the
N ational Urban League; A riel Szczupak in
Jerusalem ; A braham  H . Foxm an of the A nti-
D efam ation League; M alcolm  H oenlein at the
Conference of Presidents of M ajor A m erican
Jew ish O rganizations; and m ore than a dozen
others.

In each of m y books, I have paid tribute to the
m usical talents of those w ho have inspired and



energized m e. Crow ning the playlist are D anny
EI6nan, Jerry G oldsm ith and H ans Zim m er. To this
I add John Barry, BT, M oby, A fro Celt Sound
System , John W illiam s and, of course, D m itri
Shostakovich.

Polishing a m anuscript is a never-ending
process, and here I extend special recognition to
Elizabeth Black, Eve Jones, and m any others w ho
devoted endless hours to the num erous revisions,
tw eaks, and updates. In particular, Jonesôs deft
understanding of both the historical facts and
editorial fine-tuning w ill be felt on every page.
This project becam e real through the steadfast
support of m y agent, Lynne Rabinoff. A special
w ord m ust be w ritten for m y fam ily, robbed of m y
presence for tw o years w hile I w as holed up
am idst stacks of docum ents. Their indulgence w as
indispensable.

ED W IN  BLA CK
W ashington, D C

June 1, 2003



Publishing the expanded edition of this book a
decade later, w e find the technology quite
different. W hile it is still necessary to carefully
thum b and pull folders to search the thousands of
pages in m y office archive devoted to this topic,
the ability to share that inform ation w ith m y
research team  has grow n exponentially. H ence, w e
can follow  up instantly and in real-tim e. Som e of
the sam e researchers w ho labored on the original
volum e, such as Eve Jones, are still w orking w ith
m e and contributed to this edition. M any new
nam es m ust be recognized for their pivotal roles.
These include Carol D iSalvo and A nnie Steinm etz
on editorial m atters. D evoted graphics and
production professionals include Richard Farkas,
N ancy Percich, M arcia Escobosa, and Christine
Sanders. U w e Junge m asterfully m anages our w eb
resources. Creative excellence in related film
projects has been rendered by Justin Straw hand
and Pete D em as, w ho produced a m ultiple aw ard-
w inning feature-length docum entary nam ed for the
book; film m aker M ichael Pogoloff and com poser
M itchell M arlow  w ho brought to life the gripping



book trailer now  on the w ebsite; and other
directors w orldw ide w ho have devoted their
energies to help tell this continuing story. I am  so
grateful for those w ho have helped m e confront this
challenge, each m aking his or her ow n m eaningful
and lasting contribution.

ED W IN  BLA CK
W ashington, D C

April 2, 2012



V

Introduction

oices haunt the pages of every book. This
particular book, how ever, speaks for the
never-born, for those w hose questions have
never been heard-for those w ho never

existed.
Throughout the first six decades of the

tw entieth century, hundreds of thousands of
A m ericans and untold num bers of others w ere not
perm itted to continue their fam ilies by
reproducing. Selected because of their ancestry,
national origin, race or religion, they w ere forcibly
sterilized, w rongly com m itted to m ental institutions
w here they died in great num bers, prohibited from
m arrying, and som etim es even unm arried by state
bureaucrats. In A m erica, this battle to w ipe out
w hole ethnic groups w as fought not by arm ies w ith
guns nor by hate sects at the m argins. Rather, this
pernicious w hite-gloved w ar w as prosecuted by



esteem ed professors, elite universities, w ealthy
industrialists and governm ent officials colluding in
a racist, pseudoscientific m ovem ent called
eugenics. The purpose: create a superior N ordic
race.

To perpetuate the cam paign, w idespread
academ ic fraud com bined w ith alm ost unlim ited
corporate philanthropy to establish the biological
rationales for persecution. Em ploying a hazy
am algam  of guessw ork, gossip, falsified
inform ation and polysyllabic academ ic arrogance,
the eugenics m ovem ent slow ly constructed a
national bureaucratic and juridical infrastructure to
cleanse A m erica of its ñunfit.ò Specious
intelligence tests, colloquially know n as IQ  tests,
w ere invented to justify incarceration of a group
labeled ñfeeblem inded.ò O ften the so-called
feeblem inded w ere just shy, too good-natured to be
taken seriously, or sim ply spoke the w rong
language or w ere the w rong color. M andatory
sterilization law s w ere enacted in som e tw enty-
seven states to prevent targeted individuals from
reproducing m ore of their kind. M arriage



prohibition law s proliferated throughout the
country to stop race m ixing. C ollusive litigation
w as taken to the U.S. Suprem e C ourt, w hich
sanctified eugenics and its tactics.

The goal w as to im m ediately sterilize fourteen
m illion people in the United States and m illions
m ore w orldw ide-the ñlow er tenthò-and then
continuously eradicate the rem aining low est tenth
until only a pure N ordic super race rem ained.
Ultim ately, som e 60,000 A m ericans w ere
coercively sterilized and the total is probably
m uch higher. N o one know s how  m any m arriages
w ere thw arted by state felony statutes. A lthough
m uch of the persecution w as sim ply racism , ethnic
hatred and academ ic elitism , eugenics w ore the
m antle of respectable science to m ask its true
character.

The victim s of eugenics w ere poor urban
dw ellers and rural ñw hite trashò from  N ew
England to California, im m igrants from  across
Europe, B lacks, Jew s, M exicans, N ative
A m ericans, epileptics, alcoholics, petty crim inals,
the m entally ill and anyone else w ho did not



resem ble the blond and blue-eyed N ordic ideal the
eugenics m ovem ent glorified. Eugenics
contam inated m any otherw ise w orthy social,
m edical and educational causes from  the birth
control m ovem ent to the developm ent of
psychology to urban sanitation. Psychologists
persecuted their patients. Teachers stigm atized
their students. Charitable associations clam ored to
send those in need of help to lethal cham bers they
hoped w ould be constructed. Im m igration
assistance bureaus connived to send the m ost
needy to sterilization m ills. Leaders of the
ophthalm ology profession conducted a long and
chilling political cam paign to round up and
coercively sterilize every relative of every
A m erican w ith a vision problem . A ll of this
churned throughout A m erica years before the Third
R eich rose in G erm any.

Eugenics targeted all m ankind, so of course its
scope w as global. A m erican eugenic evangelists
spaw ned sim ilar m ovem ents and practices
throughout Europe, Latin A m erica and A sia.
Forced sterilization law s and regim ens took root



on every continent. Each local A m erican eugenic
ordinance or statute-from  Virginia to O regon-w as
prom oted internationally as yet another precedent
to be em ulated by the international m ovem ent. A
tightly-knit netw ork of m ainstream  m edical and
eugenical journals, international m eetings and
conferences kept the generals and soldiers of
eugenics up to date and arm ed for their nationôs
next legislative opportunity.

Eventually, A m ericaôs eugenic m ovem ent
spread to G erm any as w ell, w here it caught the
fascination of A dolf H itler and the N azi m ovem ent.
U nder H itler, eugenics careened beyond any
A m erican eugenicistôs dream . N ational Socialism
transduced A m ericaôs quest for a ñsuperior N ordic
raceò into H itlerôs drive for an ñA ryan m aster
race.ò The N azis w ere fond of saying ñN ational
Socialism  is nothing but applied biology,ò and in
1934 the Richm ond Tim es-D ispatch quoted a
prom inent A m erican eugenicist as saying, ñThe
G erm ans are beating us at our ow n gam e.ò

N azi eugenics quickly outpaced A m erican
eugenics in both velocity and ferocity. In the



1930s, G erm any assum ed the lead in the
international m ovem ent. H itlerôs eugenics w as
backed by brutal decrees, custom -designed IBM
data processing m achines, eugenical courts, m ass
sterilization m ills, concentration cam ps, and
virulent biological anti-Sem itism -all of w hich
enjoyed the open approval of leading A m erican
eugenicists and their institutions. The cheering
quieted, but only reluctantly, w hen the United
States entered the w ar in D ecem ber of 1941. Then,
out of sight of the w orld, G erm anyôs eugenic
w arriors operated exterm ination centers.
Eventually, G erm anyôs eugenic m adness led to the
H olocaust, the destruction of the G ypsies, the rape
of Poland and the decim ation of all Europe.

But none of A m ericaôs far-reaching scientific
racism  w ould have risen above ignorant rants
w ithout the backing of corporate philanthropic
largess.

W ithin these pages you w ill discover the sad
truth of how  the scientific rationales that drove
killer doctors at A uschw itz w ere first concocted
on Long Island at the Carnegie Institutionôs eugenic



enterprise at C old Spring H arbor. You w ill see that
during the prew ar H itler regim e, the Carnegie
Institution, through its Cold Spring H arbor
com plex, enthusiastically propagandized for the
N azi regim e and even distributed anti-Sem itic N azi
Party film s to A m erican high schools. A nd you
w ill see the links betw een the R ockefeller
Foundationôs m assive financial grants and the
G erm an scientific establishm ent that began the
eugenic program s that w ere finished by M engele at
A uschw itz.

O nly after the truth about N azi exterm ination
becam e know n did the A m erican eugenics
m ovem ent fade. A m erican eugenic institutions
rushed to change their nam es from  eugenics to
genetics. W ith its new  identity, the rem nant
eugenics m ovem ent reinvented itself and helped
establish the m odem , enlightened hum an genetic
revolution. A lthough the rhetoric and the
organizational nam es had changed, the law s and
m indsets w ere left in place. So for decades after
N urem berg labeled eugenic m ethods genocide and
crim es against hum anity, A m erica continued to



forcibly sterilize and prohibit eugenically
undesirable m arriages.

I began by saying this book speaks for the
never-born. It also speaks for the hundreds of
thousands of Jew ish refugees w ho attem pted to flee
the H itler regim e only to be denied visas to enter
the U nited States because of the Carnegie
Institutionôs openly racist anti-im m igrant activism .
M oreover, these pages dem onstrate how  m illions
w ere m urdered in Europe precisely because they
found them selves labeled lesser form s of life,
unw orthy of existence-a classification created in
the publications and academ ic research room s of
the Carnegie Institution, verified by the research
grants of the Rockefeller Foundation, validated by
leading scholars from  the best Ivy League
universities, and financed by the special efforts of
the H arrim an railroad fortune. Eugenics w as
nothing less than corporate philanthropy gone w ild.

Today w e are faced w ith a potential return to
eugenic discrim ination, not under national flags or
political credos, but as a function of hum an
genom ic science and corporate globalization.



Shrill declarations of racial dom inance are being
replaced by polished PR cam paigns and patent
protections. W hat eugenics w as unable to
accom plish in a century, new genics m ay engineer
in a generation. The alm ighty dollar m ay soon
decide w ho stands on w hich side of a new  genetic
divide already being dem arcated by the w ealthy
and pow erful. A s w e speed tow ard a new
biological horizon, confronting our eugenic past
w ill help us confront the bew ildering new genic
future that aw aits.

I first becam e interested in eugenics w hile
researching m y previous books, The Transfer
Agreem ent and IBM  and the H olocaust. The
Transfer Agreem ent, published in 1984,
docum ented the tem pestuous w orldw ide anti-N azi
boycott, w hich included vigorous efforts to stop
A m erican organizations from  funding m edical
research. A t the tim e I could not understand w hy
N azi m edical research w as so im portant to
A m erican corporate philanthropists. The scope of
eugenics escaped m e. Then in 2000, w hile
researching IBM  and the H olocaust-w hich



revealed IBM ôs role in autom ating G erm anyôs
eugenic institutions-I finally cam e to see that
eugenics w as a life and death proposition for
EuropeôsJew s. Yet I still didnôt realize that this
bizarre cult of N azi race science w as organically
linked to A m erica.

A s I explored the history of eugenics, how ever,
I soon discovered that the N azi principle of N ordic
superiority w as not hatched in the Third Reich but
on Long Island decades earlier-and then actively
transplanted to G erm any. H ow  did it happen? W ho
w as involved? To uncover the story I did as I have
done before and launched an international
investigation. This tim e, a netw ork of dozens of
researchers, m ostly volunteers, w orking in the
United States, England, G erm any and Canada
unearthed som e 50,000 docum ents and period
publications from  m ore than forty archives, dozens
of library special collections and other
repositories (see M ajor Sources). But unlike the
H olocaust field, in w hich the docum entation is
centralized in a num ber of key archives, the
inform ation on eugenics is exceedingly



decentralized and buried deep w ithin num erous
local and niche repositories.

In the United States alone, the investigation
brought m y team  to the archival holdings of the
A m erican Philosophical Society in Philadelphia,
to the Cold Spring H arbor Laboratory on Long
Island, to Trum an State University in northeastern
M issouri, to num erous obscure com m unity colleges
in the A ppalachian states, and a long list of state
archives, county historical files and institutional
archives w here personal papers and period
m aterials are stored. I also spent m uch tim e in
m any sm all, private libraries and archives, such as
the one m aintained by Planned Parenthood. W e
exam ined records at the Rockefeller Foundation
and the Carnegie Institution. There are probably
tw o hundred im portant repositories in A m erica,
m any of them  special collections and m anuscript
departm ents of local libraries or universities.
Because eugenics w as adm inistered on the local
level, every state probably possesses three to five
sites hosting im portant eugenic docum entation. I
only accessed a few  dozen of these across



A m erica. M uch m ore needs to be done and
A m erican researchers w ill surely be kept busy for
a decade m ining the inform ation.

In England I visited the British Library, the
W ellcom e Library, the University College of
London, the Public R ecord O ffice and other key
archives. These not only provided the inform ation
on B ritainôs eugenic cam paigns, but also yielded
copies of correspondence w ith A m erican eugenic
organizations that are sim ply not available in the
A m erican holdings. For exam ple, strident
propaganda pam phlets long cleansed from
A m erican files are still stored in the British
records.

Because the G erm an and A m erican w ings
collaborated so closely, the G erm an archives
clearly traced the developm ent of G erm an race
hygiene as it em ulated the A m erican program .
M ore im portantly, because the A m erican and
G erm an m ovem ents functioned as a binary, their
leaders bragged to one another and exchanged
inform ation constantly. Therefore I learned m uch
about A m ericaôs record by exam ining Reich-era



files. For instance, although the num ber of
individuals sterilized in Verm ont has eluded
researchers in that state, the inform ation is readily
available in the files of N azi organizations.
M oreover, obscure N azi m edical literature reveals
the N azisô understanding of their A m erican
parm ers. Probing the prodigious files of N azi
eugenics took m y project to the Bundesarchiv in
Berlin and K oblenz, the M ax Planck Institute in
Berlin, H eidelberg University and m any other
repositories in G erm any.

W hen it w as finished, the journey to discover
A m ericaôs eugenic history had taken m e from  an
austere highw ay w arehouse in Verm ont, w here the
stateôs official files are stacked right next to
autom otive supplies and retrieved by forklift, to
the architectonic British Library, to the m assive
Bundesarchiv in Berlin-and every type of research
environm ent in betw een. Som etim es I sat on a
chair in a reading room . Som etim es I poked
through boxes in a basem ent.

Even still, I w as not prepared for the m any
profound built-in challenges to eugenic research.



M y experiences are rooted in H olocaust
investigation, w here a w ell-developed
infrastructure is in place. N ot so w ith eugenics. In
H olocaust research, archives facilitate unlim ited
speedy photocopying of docum ents. The Public
Record O ffice in London produces copies w ithin
hours. The N ational A rchives in W ashington, D .C.,
allow s self-service photocopying. But the m ost
im portant eugenic archive in Britain, storing
thousands of im portant docum ents, lim its users to
just one hundred copies per year. A m ericaôs
largest eugenic archive, housing vast num bers of
papers in num erous collections, lim its researchers
to just four hundred copies per year. O ften the
beleaguered and understaffed copy departm ents in
these archives needed betw een three and four
w eeks to produce the copies. O ne archive asked
for three m onths to copy a ten-page docum ent.
Fortunately, I w as able to circum vent these
restrictions by deploying team s of five and ten
researchers at these archives, and by virtue of the
gracious and indispensable flexibility of archivists
w ho continuously assisted m e in this m assive



project (see A cknow ledgm ents). O nly by their
special efforts and indulgence w as I able to secure
as m any as five thousand copies from  a single
archive, and reasonably quickly-thus allow ing m e
to gain a com prehensive view  of the topic and
shorten m y w ork by years.

A nother profound obstacle has been the
fallacious claim  by m any docum ent custodians, in
both state and private archives, that the records of
those sterilized, incarcerated and otherw ise
m anipulated by the eugenics m ovem ent are
som ehow  protected under doctor-patient
confidentiality stretching back fifty to one hundred
years. This notion is a sham  that only dignifies the
crim e. Legislation is needed to dism antle such
restrictions. N o researcher should ever accept
assertions by any docum ent custodian that such
records are covered by confidentiality protections
accorded to m edical procedures-w hether in N azi
G erm any or the United States. The people
persecuted by eugenics w ere not patients, they
w ere victim s. N o doctor-patient relationship w as
established. M ost of the unfortunate souls snared



by eugenics w ere deceived and seized upon by
anim al breeders, biologists, anthropologists,
raceologists and bureaucrats m asquerading as
m edical m en. M engeleôs victim s w ere not patients.
N or w ere those in A m erica w ho w ere caught up in
the fraudulent science of eugenics.

In som e instances, records w ere initially
denied to m e on this basis. Fortunately, the
investigative reporter only gets started w hen he
hears the w ord no. I dem anded full access and w as
grateful w hen I received it. I applaud the State of
Virginia for allow ing m e to be the first to receive
files on the infam ous sterilization of Carrie Buck;
copies of those files are now  in m y office.

The international scope of the endeavor
created a logistical nightm are that depended on
devoted researchers scouring files in m any cities.
For m onths, I functioned as a traffic cop, m anaging
editor and travel coordinator w hile sim ultaneously
dispatching researchers to follow  leads on both
sides of the A tlantic. O n the sam e day that one
group m ight be interview ing m ountain people in
the hills of Virginia, another m ight be exam ining



the personal papers of a police chief in C alifornia,
w hile another in Berlin scanned the financial
records of the K aiser W Ilhelm  Institute to identify
A m erican financial assistance, w hile still others
review ed the pam phlets of the Eugenics Society in
London.

W e w ere as likely to scrutinize the visitor
registers at the K aiser W Ilhelm  Instituteôs guest
facility, H arnack H ouse, to see w hich A m ericans
visited B erlin, as w e w ere to review  the m ailing
lists of C arnegie scientists to see w ho in G erm any
w as receiving their reports. Progress am ong m y
researchers w as exchanged by continuous use of
the Internet and by the extensive use of faxed and
scanned docum ents. Eventually all of the
docum ents cam e together in m y office in
W ashington. They w ere then copied and arranged
in chronological folders-one folder for every
m onth of the tw entieth century. The m aterials w ere
then cross-filed to trace certain trends, and then
juxtaposed against articles published m onth-by-
m onth in journals such as Eugenical News,
Journal of H eredity and Eugenics Review, as w ell



as num erous race science publications in N azi
G erm any. By pulling anyone m onthly folder I could
assem ble a snapshot of w hat w as occurring
w orldw ide during that m onth.

W hen w e w ere done, w e had assem bled a
m ountain of docum entation that clearly chronicled
a century of eugenic crusading by A m ericaôs finest
universities, m ost reputable scientists, m ost trusted
professional and charitable organizations, and
m ost revered corporate foundations. They had
collaborated w ith the D epartm ent of A griculture
and num erous state agencies in an attem pt to breed
a new  race of N ordic hum ans, applying the sam e
principles used to breed cattle and com . The nam es
define pow er and prestige in A m erica: the
Carnegie Institution, the R ockefeller Foundation,
the H arrim an railroad fortune, H arvard University,
Princeton University, Yale University, Stanford
University, the A m erican M edical A ssociation,
M argaret Sanger, O liver W endell H olm es, Robert
Yerkes, W oodrow  W ilson, the A m erican M useum
of N atural H istory, the A m erican G enetic
A ssociation and a sw eeping array of governm ent



agencies from  the obscure Virginia Bureau of Vital
Statistics to the U .S. State D epartm ent.

N ext cam e an obsessive docum entation
process. Every fact and fragm ent and its context
w as supported w ith black and w hite docum ents,
then double-checked and separately triple-checked
in a rigorous m ultistage verification regim en by a
team  of argum entative, hairsplitting fact-checkers.
O nly then w as the m anuscript draft subm itted to a
panel of know n experts in the field from  the United
States, G erm any, England and Poland, for a line-
by-line review . The result: behind each of the
hundreds of footnotes, there is a folder that
contains the supporting docum entation.

To ensure that all of our inform ation w as
accurate, w e also set about verifying the w ork of
num erous other scholars by checking their
docum entation. W e often asked them  to provide
docum ents from  their files. In other w ords, w e not
only docum ented m y book, w e verified other
w orks as w ell. M ost of the authors graciously
com plied, readily faxing copies of their docum ents
or explaining precisely w here the inform ation



could be found. D uring this process, how ever, w e
discovered num erous errors in m any prior w orks.

For exam ple, in one book an im portant speech
on the value of heredity is attributed to W oodrow
W ilson, president of the U nited States-the speech
w as actually given by Jim  W ilson, president of the
A m erican B reeders A ssociation. I can understand
how  errors like this occur. M any scholars rely on
other scholarsô w orks. Sum m aries of sum m aries of
sum m aries yield a lesser truth w ith every iteration.
Except for the w ork of a few  brilliant w orld-class
docum enters, such as D aniel. K evles, Benno
M iiller-H ill, Paul W eindling and M artin Pernick, I
largely considered published w orks little m ore
than leads. W hatôs m ore, there is boundless
inform ation on eugenics accum ulating on the
Internet, som e of it very prettily presented, m uch of
it hysterical, and unfortunately, m ost of it filled
w ith profound errors. H ence w henever possible, I
acquired prim ary source m aterial so I could
determ ine the provable facts for m yself.

W hen the research phase w as over, I realized
that less than half the inform ation I had assem bled



w ould even m ake it into the book. Frankly, I had
am assed enough inform ation to w rite a
freestanding book for each of the tw enty-one
chapters in this volum e. It w as painful to pick and
choose w hich inform ation w ould be included, but I
am  confident that w ith so m any journalists
throughout A m erica now  aggressively delving into
eugenics, the field w ill soon be as broad and
diversified as the investigations of the H olocaust
and A m erican slavery. A t least one book could be
w ritten for each state, starting w ith California,
w hich w as A m ericaôs m ost energetic eugenic state.
Critical biographies are needed for the key
players. In-depth exam inations of the links betw een
G erm any and the Pioneer Fund, the Rockefeller
Foundation, the Carnegie Institution as w ell as
num erous state officials w ould be w elcom e. The
role of the Chicago M unicipal Court m ust be
further explored.

W hen I began this project in 2001, m any in the
public w ere not even aw are of eugenics. Indeed,
for a w hile m y publisher did not even w ant m e to
include the w ord eugenics in the title of this book.



In reality, how ever, the topic has been continuously
explored over the past decades by several
extrem ely talented academ ics and students hailing
from  a range of disciplines from  biology to
education. A lthough m ost w ere gracious and
supportive, I w as surprised to find that m any
tended to guard their inform ation closely. O ne such
author told m e she didnôt believe another book on
eugenics w as necessary. (ñIt depends on how
nuanced,ò she said w ith som e discom fort.) A nother
professor astonished m e by asking for m oney to
answ er som e questions w ithin his expertise-the
first tim e I had encountered such a request in thirty-
five years of historical research. W hen I contacted
a Virginia professor w ho had w ritten a dissertation
decades earlier, she actually told m e she didnôt
think a m em ber of the m edia w as ñqualifiedò to
read her dissertation. O ne collaborative scholarly
eugenic w ebsite, ironically funded by a federal
grant, restricts m edia usage w hile perm itting
unrestricted scholarly usage.

A s I w as com pleting m y w ork, the public w as
beginning to discover the outlines of eugenics. The



Richm ond Tim es-D ispatch, W inston-Salem
Journal, and several other publications and radio
stations, as w ell as the Los Angeles Tim es, New
York Tim es and Am erican H eritage m agazine, all
produced exem plary articles on various aspects of
eugenics. The W inston-Salem  Journal series w as
a feat of investigative journalism . A s the
m anuscript w as being typed, the governors of
Virginia, O regon, California, N orth Carolina and
South Carolina all publicly apologized to the
victim s of their statesô official persecution. O thers
w ill follow . The topic is now  w here it belongs, in
the hands of hard-driving journalists and historians
w ho w ill not stop until they have uncovered all the
facts.

N ow  that new spaper and m agazine articles
have placed the crim e of eugenics on the front
burner, m y book explains in depth exactly how  this
fraudulent science infected our society and then
reached across the w orld and right into N azi
G erm any. I w ant the full story to be understood in
context. Skipping around in the book w ill only lead
to flaw ed and erroneous conclusions. So if you



intend to skim , or to rely on selected sections,
please do not read the book at all. This is the saga
of a century and can easily be m isunderstood. The
realities of the tw enties, thirties and forties w ere
very different from  each other. I have m ade this
request of m y readers on prior books and I repeat
it for this volum e as w ell.

A lthough this book contains m any explosive
revelations and em barrassing episodes about som e
of our societyôs m ost honored individuals and
institutions, I hope its contents w ill not be m isused
or quoted out of context by special interests.
O pponents of a w om anôs right to choose could
easily seize upon M argaret Sangerôs eugenic
rhetoric to discredit the adm irable w ork of
Planned Parenthood today; I oppose such m isuse.
D etractors of todayôs R ockefeller Foundation
could easily apply the facts of their N azi
connections to their current program s; I reject the
linkage. Those frightened by the prospect of hum an
engineering could invoke the scienceôs eugenic
foundations to condem n all genom ic research; that
w ould be a m istake. W hile I am  as anxious as the



next person about the prospect of out-of-control
genom ics under the thum b of big business, I hope
every genetic advance that helps hum anity fight
disease w ill continue as fast and as furiously as
possible.

This is the right place to note that virtually all
the organizations I investigated cooperated w ith
unprecedented rigor, because they w ant the history
illum inated as m uch as anyone. This includes the
R ockefeller Foundation, the Carnegie Institution,
C old Spring H arbor Laboratory, and the M ax
Planck Institute, successor to the K aiser W ilhelm
Institute. A ll gave m e unlim ited access and
unstinting assistance. These organizations have all
w orked hard to help the w orld discover their pasts
and m ust be com m ended. Planned Parenthood
w orked w ith m e closely day after day, searching
for and faxing docum ents, continually
dem onstrating their interest in the unvarnished
truth. The sam e can be said for num erous other
corporations and organizations. This is a book of
history, and corporate and philanthropic A m erica
m ust be com m ended w hen they cooperate in an



investigation as aggressive and dem anding as
m ine.

Indeed, of the scores of societies, corporations,
organizations and governm ental agencies I
contacted around the w orld, only one obstructed
m y w ork. IBM  refused m e access to its files.
D espite this obstruction, I w as able to dem onstrate
that the race-defining punch card used by the SS in
N azi G erm any w as actually derived from  one
developed for the Carnegie Institution years before
H itler cam e to pow er.

This project has been a long, exhausting,
exhilarating odyssey for m e, one that has taken m e
to the darkest side of the brightest m inds and
revealed to m e one reason w hy A m erica has been
struggling so long to becom e the country it still
w ants to be. W e have a distance to go. A gain I ask,
how  did this happen in a progressive society?
A fter review ing thousands upon thousands of pages
of docum entation, and pondering the question day
and night for nearly tw o years, I realize it com es
dow n to just one w ord. M ore than the self-
validation and self-certification of the elite, m ore



than just pow er and influence joining forces w ith
prejudice, it w as the corrupter of us all: it w as
arrogance.

ED W IN  BLA CK
W ashington, D C
M arch 15, 2003

A s I w rote in m y 2003 Introduction, m any
books on the topic w ould follow  m ine, filling in
the details about a given state or region, or
centering on special classes of victim s. I could
have w ritten tw enty volum es w ith the research I
had accum ulated. B ut that w as not possible. In the
decade since W ar Against the W eak w as
published, m ore than a dozen good, specifically
focused books have appeared. They are w elcom e.
D ozens m ore are needed to fully chronicle the
sagas of the m any places ravaged by eugenics,
from  California, w hich led the nation in
sterilization at the hands of its elite, to Peru, w here
in the later 1990s som e 300,000 Indian w om en
w ere sterilized in a program  funded by $36 m illion
in A m erican foreign aid. M ore enterprise is
needed to tell the plight endured by so m any groups



targeted for elim ination, from  the D eaf, considered
by A lexander G raham  Bell disciples to be a
nem esis because they use sign language, to N ative
A m ericans, tricked by the Bureau of Indian A ffairs
as though they w ere a varm int infestation. M ost
researchers struggle just to grasp the tragedy and
the suffering.

M y task is very different. I have already
identified the victim s and their trail of tears, a trail
too often disappearing into a fading future that
suddenly turns left into oblivion. M y m ission is to
expose w ho paid for these bleak episodes, w ho
agreed to them , w ho m ade them  possible, and w ho
used his lofty status as a university scholar, a
m edical expert, a governor, a judge, a legislator, a
prom inent attorney, or a w ealthy philanthropic
organization to press forw ard on the gearshift of
genocide.

W ho controlled the throttle? W ho paved the
w ay? W ho happily collected a toll w hen the
caravan passed? W ho escaped unscathed w hen the
crim es w ere discovered?

There is m uch m ore to do here for the careful



independent journalist and independent scholar,
because m ore than a few  of the gilded institutions
are nervously standing inert and silent. W hy? I am
asked over and over. The answ er is sim ple.
Because too m any of the vaulted universities and
their funders w ere am ong the perpetrators and are
too fearful to join the ranks of the illum inators lest
they be illum inated.

Eugenics, after all, w as a m ovem ent of the best
and brightest, the elite and the m agnified, against
those perceived as w eak or w ho becam e w eak
after being system atically sapped of their strength
by junk science enshrined by the ñunrulyò of law .
This national nightm are w as not a m ovem ent of
m en in w hite sheets burning crosses on law ns at
m idnight. This w as a shining m ovem ent of m en in
w hite lab coats and three-piece suits at the state-
house, the courthouse, and the illustrious nam e-
plated clinic. Pounding gavels, expounding
fictitious facts, and propounding genocidal law s
they tw isted A m erican society into a m achine of
genocide against a significant segm ent its ow n
citizenry.



The Treaty on G enocide, A rticle 2, defines
genocide as ñacts com m itted w ith intent to destroy,
in w hole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial, or
religious group.ò Eugenics and its m andate of
fam ily bloodline term ination w ere repugnant
enough to be deem ed ñgenocideò from  the first
m om ents the term  genocide cam e into use. A rticle
2, section D , specifies: ñim posing m easures
intended to prevent births w ithin the group.ò In
A rticle 3, the treaty states that am ong the ñacts
[that] shall be punishableò are ñcom plicity in
genocide.ò A s for w ho shall be punished, the
Treaty specifies the perpetrators in A rticle 4:
ñPersons com m itting genocide or any of the other
acts enum erated in A rticle 3 shall be punished,
w hether they are constitutionally responsible
rulers, public officials, or private individuals.ò

Beyond a distant horizon, justice still w aits for
the generations robbed of their progeny, for the
never-born generations deprived of their existence.
The force of justice also aw aits the pow erful in
our past and present that m ade such m isery happen
by virtue of their ability to w age a w ar against the



w eak.
ED W IN  BLA CK
W ashington, D C
April 02, 2012
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A  N ote on the Text

ar Against the W eak utilized published and
private sources spanning a century, and in
several languages, and as such presented
num erous textual challenges. W e relied

upon established style conventions as often as
possible, and, w hen required, adapted and
innovated styles. Readers m ay notice certain
inconsistencies. Som e explanation follow s.

Every phrase of quoted m aterial has rem ained
as true as possible to the original term inology,
punctuation and capitalization, even to the point of
preserving archaic and som etim es offensive term s
w hen used by the original source. N o attem pt w as
m ade to filter out ethnic denigrations w hen they
appeared in period m aterials. Eugenicists in
A m erica called them selves eugenicists, but in
B ritain referred to them selves as eugenists, and
som etim es the usage crossed; w e used eugenicists



in narrative but eugenists w henever it appeared in
a specific quotation. In several instances w e
quoted from  profoundly m isspelled handw ritten
letters, and it w as our decision to transcribe these
as authentically as possible.

W hen referring to m aterials originally
published in G erm an, journals and m agazines are
cited by their legal nam e in G erm an, such as
Archiv fur Rassen- und G eseilschaftsbiologie,
w ith the first usage including a translation in
parentheses. Titles of books are referred to by their
English translations; the first usage includes the
original G erm an title in parentheses. W hen
m ultiple translations of a book title or organization
nam e exist, w e selected the m ost appropriate. W e
m ade an exception w hen a bookôs title rose to the
public aw areness of a M ein Kam pf W e used the
G erm an for w henever possible but w ere
com pelled to use the variant fuer w hen it w as used
in A m erican headlines.

For m ost points of style, this book has
follow ed The C hicago M anual of Style.
U nfortunately, not even the near-thousand pages of



standards set forth in C hicago could cover all the
varied form s in w hich prim ary inform ation w as
received. This is especially true w hen dealing w ith
electronic sources such as Internet w eb pages, and
actual docum ents-new  and old-reproduced in PD F
form ats, electronic books and other Internet
sources. This is one of the first history books to
incorporate w idespread use of legitim ate m aterials
on the Internet. For exam ple, w e obtained copies
of Papal encyclicals from  the Vaticanôs w ebsite,
PD Fs of original historical program s, and
electronic books-all on the Internet. These are
legitim ate m aterials w hen used w ith extrem e
caution.

Citing the Internet is a profound challenge.
G iven the lack of style consensus, and the fact that
w ebsites are continuously updated and rearranged,
it w as necessary to create a new  style for Internet
citations. W e decided to include just tw o key
elem ents: the w ebsiteôs hom e page address and the
title of the docum ent. G eneral search engines such
as G oogle and site-specific search engines w ill be
the best m eans of locating the content of these cited



pages. N aturally w e retained printouts of all cited
w eb m aterials.



PA RT O N E



From  Peapod to
Persecution



C H A PT E R  1



W

M ountain Sw eeps

hen the sun breaks over Brush M ountain
and its neighboring slopes in southw estern
Virginia, it paints a m agical, alm ost iconic
im age of A m ericaôs pastoral splendor. Yet

there are m any painful stories, long unspoken,
lurking in these gentle hills, especially along the
hiking paths and dirt roads that lead to shanties,
cabins and other rustic encam pm ents. D ecades
later, som e of the victim s have been com pelled to
speak.

In the 1930s, the Brush M ountain hill folk, like
m any of the clans scattered throughout the isolated
A ppalachian slopes, lived in abject poverty. W ith
little education, often w ithout running w ater or
indoor plum bing, and possessing few  am enities,
they seem ed beyond the reach of social progress.
Speaking w ith the indistinct draw ls and slurred
vestigial accents that m arked them  as hillbillies,



dressed in rough-hew n clothing or hand-m e-
dow ns, and som etim es diseased or poorly
developed due to the long-term  effects of squalor
and m alnutrition, they w ere easy to despise. They
w ere easily considered alien. Q uite sim ply, polite
Virginia society considered them  w hite trash.

Yet B rush M ountain people lived their ow n
vibrant rural highlands culture. They sang, played
m ountain instrum ents w ith fiery virtuosity to toe-
tapping rhythm s, told and retold engaging stories,
danced jigs, sew ed beautiful quilts and sturdy
clothing, hunted fox and deer, fished a pan full and
fried it up.1 M ost of all, they hoped for better-
better health, better jobs, better schooling, a better
life for their children. H ill people did produce
great m en and w om en w ho w ould increasingly take
their places in m odern society. But hopes for
betterm ent often becam e irrelevant because these
people inhabited a realm  outside the m argins of
A m ericaôs dream . A s such, their lives becam e a
stopping place for A m ericaôs long biological
nightm are.

A  single day in the 1930s w as typical. The



M ontgom ery C ounty sheriff drove up unannounced
onto Brush M ountain and began one of his m any
raids against the hill fam ilies considered socially
inadequate. M ore precisely, these hill fam ilies
w ere deem ed ñunfit,ò that is, unfit to exist in
nature. O n this day the M ontgom ery C ounty sheriff
grabbed six brothers from  one fam ily, bundled
them  into several vehicles and then disappeared
dow n the road. Earlier, the sheriff had com e for the
boysô sister. A nother tim e, deputies snared tw o
cousins.2

ñI donôt know  how  m any others they took, but
they w ere after a lot of them ,ò recalled H ow ard
H ale, a form er M ontgom ery C ounty supervisor, as
he relived the period for a local Virginia
new spaper reporter a half century later. From
Brush M ountain, the sheriffôs hum an catch w as
trucked to a variety of special destinations, such as
W estern State H ospital in Staunton, Virginia.
W estern State H ospital, form erly know n as the
W estern Lunatic A sylum , loom ed as a tall-
colum ned colonial edifice near a hill at the edge of
tow n. The asylum  w as once know n for its so-



called ñm oral therapy,ò devised by D irector D r.
Francis T. Stribling, w ho later becam e one of the
thirteen founding m em bers of the A m erican
Psychiatric A ssociation. By the tim e B rush
M ountain hillbillies w ere transported there,
W estern housed not only those deem ed insane, but
also the so-called ñfeeblem inded.ò3

N o one w as quite sure how  ñfeeblem indedò
w as defined.4 N o m atter. The county authorities
w ere certain that the hill folk sw ept up in their
raids w ere indeed m entally-and genetically-
defective. A s such, they w ould not be perm itted to
breed m ore of their kind.

H ow ? These sim ple m ountain people w ere
system atically sterilized under a Virginia law
com pelling such operations for those ruled unfit.
O ften, the teenage boys and girls placed under the
surgeonôs knife did not really com prehend the
ram ifications. Som etim es they w ere told they w ere
undergoing an appendectom y or som e other
unspecified procedure. G enerally, they w ere
released after the operation. M any of the victim s
did not discover w hy they could not bear children



until decades later w hen the truth w as finally
revealed to them  by local Virginia investigative
reporters and governm ent reform ers.5

W estern State H ospital in Staunton w as not
Virginiaôs only sterilization m ill. O thers dotted the
stateôs m ap, including the C olony for Epileptics
and the Feeblem inded near Lynchburg, the nationôs
largest facility of its kind and the stateôs greatest
center of sterilization. Lynchburg and W estern
w ere augm ented by hospitals at Petersburg,
W Illiam sburg and M arion. Low er-class w hite boys
and girls from  the m ountains, from  the outskirts of
sm all tow ns and big city slum s w ere sterilized in
assem bly line fashion. So w ere A m erican Indians,
B lacks, epileptics and those suffering from  certain
m aladies-day after day, thousands of them  as
though orchestrated by som e giant m achine.6

Retired M ontgom ery County W elfare D irector
K ate Bolton recalled w ith pride, ñThe children
w ere legally com m itted by the court for being
feeblem inded, and there w as a w aiting list from
here to Lynchburg.ò She added, ñIf youôve seen as
m uch suffering and depravity as I have, you can


