EUGENICS AND AMERICA'S CAMPAIGN TO CREATE A MASTER RACE

EDWIN
BLACK

N AUTHOR OF THE
INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER
IBM AND THE HOLOCAUST

EXPANDED EDITION

INCLUDES NEW ESSAYS ON STATE GENOCIDE PROGRAMS




MOST CHILLING. War Against the Weak is
filled with tale after tale of arrogance, ignorance,
and crueltyd accounts that Black wisely allows the
eugenicists to relate in their own words é
Perhaps most chilling, though, were the ways in
which American eugenicists influenced their
German counterparts.
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HAIR-RAISER AND EYE-OPENER. A hair-
raiser and an eye-opener € contains details so
vivid and horrid that one can hardly believe them
or bear to read them é Thisis an important book,
filled with little-known facts about how some of
our most esteemed institutions and professionals
funded and practiced very bad science, if it was
science at all, and how this pseudoscience
permeated much of the worldd thinking and led to
the atrocities of aworld war.

Nancy Schapiro, . Louis Post-Dispatch

SENSATIONAL. At the beginning of the last
century, American scientists, politicians, and



livestock breeders decided to ficreate a superior
Nordic race.0 Sixty thousand men and women,
most of them poor or of color, underwent
compulsory sterilizationd an idea that stimulated
the Nazi & eugenics program. The full extent of this
medical crime has been described by Black inthis
sensational book.

Paul Ranier, Der Spiegel

FIERCE. A PRODIGIOUS FEAT OF
REPORTING. War Against the Weak offers a
fierce, compelling, account of how American ideas
helped inspired if thatés the right wordd Hitlerés
Reiché War Against the Weak is well told and
extraordinarily sad. It represents a prodigious feat
of reporting, as Black has trolled every archive
and read every letter. A very persuasive book.
David Plotz, Mother Jones Magazine

SHOCKING AND GRIPPING. An impressive
job and the resulting story is at once shocking and

oripping.
Publishers Weekly ina Starred Review



IMPRESSIVE. Impressive, probably the history
of eugenics for the foreseeabl e future.
Ray Olson, Booklist

WELL-DOCUMENTED. COMPREHENSIVE.
An important, well-documented, comprehensive
story, not known to most Americans, about a
perversion of the pursuit of knowledge in the
interest of race and social superiority.

Steve Courtney, Hartford Courant

CHILLING AND THOROUGHLY
RESEARCHED. Chilling and thoroughly
researched € it is abook whose message must be
made known & for those who say filt cand happen
here.0

Mark Lewis, Tampa Tribune
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| ntroduction

oices haunt the pages of every book. This

particular book, however, speaks for the

never-born, for those whose questions have

never been heard-for those who never
existed.

Throughout the first six decades of the
twentieth century, hundreds of thousands of
Americans and untold numbers of others were not
permitted to continue their families by
reproducing. Selected because of their ancestry,
national origin, race or religion, they were forcibly
sterilized, wrongly committed to mental institutions
where they died in great numbers, prohibited from
marrying, and sometimes even unmarried by state
bureaucrats. In America, this battle to wipe out
whol e ethnic groups was fought not by armies with
guns nor by hate sects at the margins. Rather, this
pernicious white-gloved war was prosecuted by



esteemed professors, elite universities, wealthy
industrialists and government officials colluding in
a racist, pseudoscientific movement called
eugenics. The purpose: create a superior Nordic
race.

To perpetuate the campaign, widespread
academic fraud combined with almost unlimited
corporate philanthropy to establish the biological
rationales for persecution. Employing a hazy
amalgam of guesswork, gossip, fasified
information and polysyllabic academic arrogance,
the eugenics movement slowly constructed a
national bureaucratic and juridical infrastructure to
cleanse America of its funfitd Specious
intelligence tests, colloquially known as 1Q tests,
were invented to justify incarceration of a group
labeled fffeebleminded.0 Often the so-called
feebleminded were just shy, too good-natured to be
taken seriously, or simply spoke the wrong
language or were the wrong color. Mandatory
sterilization laws were enacted in some twenty-
seven states to prevent targeted individuals from
reproducing more of their kind. Marriage



prohibition laws proliferated throughout the
country to stop race mixing. Collusive litigation
was taken to the U.S. Supreme Court, which
sanctified eugenics and its tactics.

The goal was to immediately sterilize fourteen
million people in the United States and millions
more worldwide-the flower tentho-and then
continuously eradicate the remaining lowest tenth
until only a pure Nordic super race remained.
Ultimately, some 60,000 Americans were
coercively sterilized and the total is probably
much higher. No one knows how many marriages
were thwarted by state felony statutes. Although
much of the persecution was simply racism, ethnic
hatred and academic elitism, eugenics wore the
mantle of respectable science to mask its true
character.

The victims of eugenics were poor urban
dwellers and rura fiwhite trashdo from New
England to California, immigrants from across
Europe, Blacks, Jews, Mexicans, Native
Americans, epileptics, alcoholics, petty criminals,
the mentally ill and anyone else who did not



resembl e the blond and blue-eyed Nordic ideal the
eugenics  movement dorified. Eugenics
contamnated many otherwise worthy social,
medical and educational causes from the birth
control movement to the development of
psychology to urban sanitation. Psychologists
persecuted their patients. Teachers stigmatized
their students. Charitable associations clamored to
send those in need of help to lethal chambers they
hoped would be constructed. Immigration
assistance bureaus connived to send the most
needy to sterilization mills. Leaders of the
ophthalmology profession conducted a long and
chilling political campaign to round up and
coercively sterilize every relative of every
American with a vision problem. All of this
churned throughout America years before the Third
Reichrose in Germany.

Eugenics targeted all mankind, so of course its
scope was global. American eugenic evangelists
spawned similar movements and practices
throughout Europe, Latin America and Asia
Forced sterilization laws and regimens took root



on every continent. Each local American eugenic
ordinance or statute-from Virginia to Oregon-was
promoted internationally as yet another precedent
to be emulated by the international movement. A
tightly-knit network of mainstream medical and
eugenical journals, international meetings and
conferences kept the generals and soldiers of
eugenics up to date and armed for their nationGs
next | egi slative opportunity.

Eventually, America(s eugenic movement
spread to Germany as well, where it caught the
fascination of Adolf Hitler and the Nazi movement.
Under Hitler, eugenics careened beyond any
American eugenicisté dream. National Socialism
transduced Americads quest for a fisuperior Nordic
raceo into Hitleré drive for an fAryan master
race.0 The Nazis were fond of saying fiNational
Socialism is nothing but applied biology,0 and in
1934 the Richmond Times-Dispatch quoted a
prominent American eugenicist as saying, fiThe
Germans are beating us at our own game.o

Nazi eugenics quickly outpaced American
eugenics in both velocity and ferocity. In the



1930s, Germany assumed the lead in the
international movement. Hitler® eugenics was
backed by brutal decrees, custom-designed IBM
data processing machines, eugenical courts, mass
sterilization mills, concentration camps, and
virulent biological anti-Semitism-all of which
enjoyed the open approva of leading American
eugenicists and their institutions. The cheering
quieted, but only reluctantly, when the United
States entered the war in December of 1941. Then,
out of sight of the world, Germany& eugenic
warriors  operated  extermination  centers.
Eventually, Germany& eugenic madness led to the
Hol ocaust, the destruction of the Gypsies, the rape
of Poland and the decimation of all Europe.

But none of Americats far-reaching scientific
racism would have risen above ignorant rants
without the backing of corporate philanthropic
largess.

Within these pages you will discover the sad
truth of how the scientific rationales that drove
killer doctors at Auschwitz were first concocted
on Long Island at the Carnegi e Institutiond eugenic



enterprise at Cold Spring Harbor. You will see that
during the prewar Hitler regime, the Carnegie
Institution, through its Cold Spring Harbor
complex, enthusiastically propagandized for the
Naz regime and even distributed anti-Semitic Nazi
Party films to American high schools. And you
will see the links between the Rockefeller
Foundation massive financial grants and the
German scientific establishment that began the
eugenic programs that were finished by Mengele at
Auschwitz.

Only after the truth about Nazi extermination
became known did the American eugenics
movement fade. American eugenic institutions
rushed to change their names from eugenics to
genetics. With its new identity, the remnant
eugenics movement reinvented itself and helped
establish the modem, enlightened human genetic
revolution. Although the rhetoric and the
organizational names had changed, the laws and
mindsets were left in place. So for decades after
Nuremberg labeled eugenic methods genocide and
crimes against humanity, America cortinued to



forcibly sterilizez and prohibit eugenically
undesirable marriages.

| began by saying this book speaks for the
never-born. It also speaks for the hundreds of
thousands of Jewish refugees who attempted to flee
the Hitler regime only to be denied visas to enter
the United States because of the Carnegie
InstitutionGs openly racist anti-immigrant activism.
Moreover, these pages demonstrate how millions
were murdered in Europe precisely because they
found themselves labeled lesser forms of life,
unworthy of existence-a classification created in
the publications and academic research rooms of
the Carnegie Institution, verified by the research
grants of the Rockefeller Foundation, validated by
leading scholars from the best Ivy League
universities, and financed by the special efforts of
the Harriman railroad fortune. Eugenics was
nothing less than corporate philanthropy gone wild.

Today we are faced with a potential return to
eugenic discrimination, not under national flags or
political credos, but as a function of human
genomic science and corporate globalization.



Shrill declarations of racial dominance are being
replaced by polished PR campaigns and patent
protections. What eugenics was unable to
accomplish in a century, newgenics may engineer
in a generation. The almighty dollar may soon
decide who stands on which side of a new genetic
divide already being demarcated by the wealthy
and powerful. As we speed toward a new
biological horizon, confronting our eugenic past
will help us confront the bewildering newgenic
future that awaits.

| first became interested in eugenics while
researching my previous books, The Transfer
Agreement and IBM and the Holocaust. The
Transfer  Agreement, published in 1984,
documented the tempestuous worldwide anti-Nazi
boycott, which included vigorous efforts to stop
American organizations from funding medical
research. At the time | could not understand why
Nazi medical research was so important to
American corporate philanthropists. The scope of
eugenics escaped me. Then in 2000, while
researching IBM and the Holocaust-which



revealed IBM@& role in automating GermanyGs
eugenic institutions-1 finally came to see that
eugenics was a life and death proposition for
EuropeGslews. Yet | still didnd realize that this
bizarre cult of Nazi race science was organically
linked to America.

As | explored the history of eugenics, however,
| soon discovered that the Nazi principle of Nordic
superiority was not hatched in the Third Reich but
on Long Island decades earlier-and then actively
transplanted to Germany. How did it happen? Who
was involved? To uncover the story | did as | have
done before and launched an international
investigation. This time, a network of dozens of
researchers, mostly volunteers, working in the
United States, England, Germany and Canada
unearthed some 50,000 documents and period
publications from more than forty archives, dozens
of library specia collections and other
repositories (see Major Sources). But unlike the
Holocaust field, in which the documentation is
centralized in a number of key archives, the
infformation on eugenics is  exceedingly



decentralized and buried deep within numerous
local and niche repositories.

In the United States alone, the investigation
brought my team to the archival holdings of the
American Philosophical Society in Philadelphia,
to the Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory on Long
Island, to Truman State University in northeastern
Missouri, to numerous obscure community colleges
in the Appalachian states, and a long list of state
archives, county historical files and institutional
archives where personal papers and period
materials are stored. | also spent much time in
many small, private libraries and archives, such as
the one maintained by Planned Parenthood. We
examined records at the Rockefeller Foundation
and the Carnegie Institution. There are probably
two hundred important repositories in America,
many of them special collections and manuscript
departments of local libraries or universities.
Because eugenics was administered on the local
level, every state probably possesses three to five
sites hosting important eugenic documentation. |
only accessed a few dozen of these across



America. Much more needs to be done and
American researchers will surely be kept busy for
a decade mining the informeation.

In England | visited the British Library, the
Wellcome Library, the University College of
London, the Public Record Office and other key
archives. These not only provided the information
on BritainG eugenic campaigns, but also yielded
copies of correspondence with American eugenic
organizations that are simply not available in the
American  holdings. For example, strident
propaganda pamphlets long cleansed from
American files are still stored in the British
records.

Because the German and American wings
collaborated so closely, the German archives
clearly traced the development of German race
hygiene as it emulated the American program.
More importantly, because the American and
German movements functioned as a binary, their
leaders bragged to one another and exchanged
information constantly. Therefore | learned much
about America®s record by examining Reich-era



files. For instance, athough the number of
individuals sterilized in Vermont has eluded
researchers in that state, the information is readily
available in the files of Nazi organizations.
Moreover, obscure Nazi medical literature reveals
the NazisO understanding of their American
parmers. Probing the prodigious files of Naz
eugenics took my project to the Bundesarchiv in
Berlin and Koblenz, the Max Planck Institute in
Berlin, Heidelberg University and many other
repositories in Germany.

When it was finished, the journey to discover
Americals eugenic history had taken me from an
austere highway warehouse in Vermont, where the
stateGs official files are stacked right next to
automotive supplies and retrieved by forklift, to
the architectonic British Library, to the massive
Bundesarchiv in Berlin-and every type of research
environment in between. Sometimes | sat on a
chair in a reading room. Sometimes | poked
through boxes in a basement.

Even still, | was not prepared for the many
profound built-in challenges to eugenic research.



My experiences are rooted in Holocaust
investigation, where a  well-developed
infrastructure is in place. Not so with eugenics. In
Holocaust research, archives facilitate unlimited
speedy photocopying of documents. The Public
Record Office in London produces copies within
hours. The National Archives in Washington, D.C.,
allows self-service photocopying. But the most
important eugenic archive in Britain, storing
thousands of important documents, limits users to
just one hundred copies per year. Americals
largest eugenic archive, housing vast numbers of
papers in numerous collections, limits researchers
to just four hundred copies per year. Often the
bel eaguered and understaffed copy departments in
these archives needed between three and four
weeks to produce the copies. One archive asked
for three months to copy a ten-page document.
Fortunately, 1 was able to circumvent these
restrictions by deploying teams of five and ten
researchers at these archives, and by virtue of the
gracious and indispensable flexibility of archivists
who continuously assisted me in this massive



project (see Acknowledgments). Only by their
special efforts and indulgence was | able to secure
as many as five thousand copies from a single
archive, and reasonably quickly-thus allowing me
to gain a comprehensive view of the topic and
shorten my work by years.

Another profound obstacle has been the
fallacious claim by many document custodians, in
both state and private archives, that the records of
those sterilized, incarcerated and otherwise
manipulated by the eugenics movement are
somehow  protected under  doctor-patient
confidentiality stretching back fifty to one hundred
years. This notion is a sham that only dignifies the
crime. Legislation is needed to dismantle such
restrictions. No researcher should ever accept
assertions by any document custodian that such
records are covered by confidentiality protections
accorded to medical procedures-whether in Nazi
Germany or the United States. The people
persecuted by eugenics were not patients, they
were victims. No doctor-patient relationship was
established. Most of the unfortunate souls snared



by eugenics were deceived and seized upon by
animal  breeders, biologists, anthropologists,
raceologists and bureaucrats masquerading as
medical men. Mengel eds victims were not patients.
Nor were those in America who were caught up in
the fraudul ent science of eugenics.

In some instances, records were initially
denied to me on this basis. Fortunately, the
investigative reporter only gets started when he
hears the word no. | demanded full access and was
grateful when | received it. | applaud the State of
Virginia for allowing me to be the first to receive
files on the infamous sterilization of Carrie Buck;
copies of those files are now in my office.

The international scope of the endeavor
created a logistical nightmare that depended on
devoted researchers scouring files in many cities.
For months, | functioned as a traffic cop, managing
editor and travel coordinator while simultaneously
dispatching researchers to follow leads on both
sides of the Atlantic. On the same day that one
group might be interviewing mountain people in
the hills of Virginia, another might be examining



the personal papers of a police chief in California,
while another in Berlin scanned the financial
records of the Kaiser WIlhelm Institute to identify
American financial assistance, while still others
reviewed the pamphlets of the Eugenics Society in
London.

We were as likely to scrutinize the visitor
registers at the Kaiser Wilhelm InstituteG guest
facility, Harnack House, to see which Americans
visited Berlin, as we were to review the mailing
lists of Carnegie sciertists to see who in Germany
was receiving their reports. Progress among my
researchers was exchanged by continuous use of
the Internet and by the extensive use of faxed and
scanned documents. Eventually al of the
documents came together in my office in
Washington. They were then copied and arranged
in chronological folders-one folder for every
month of the twentieth century. The materials were
then cross-filed to trace certain trends, and then
juxtaposed against articles published month-by-
month in journals such as Eugenical News,
Journal of Heredity and Eugenics Review, as well



as numerous race science publications in Nazi
Germany. By pulling anyone monthly folder | could
assemble a snapshot of what was occurring
worldwide during that month.

When we were done, we had assembled a
mountain of documentation that clearly chronicled
a century of eugenic crusading by Americads finest
universities, most reputabl e scientists, most trusted
professional and charitable organizations, and
most revered corporate foundations. They had
collaborated with the Department of Agriculture
and numerous state agencies in an attempt to breed
a new race of Nordic humans, applying the same
principles used to breed cattle and com. The names
define power and prestige in America the
Carnegie Institution, the Rockefeller Foundation,
the Harriman railroad fortune, Harvard University,
Princeton University, Yale University, Stanford
University, the American Medical Association,
Margaret Sanger, Oliver Wendell Holmes, Robert
Yerkes, Woodrow Wilson, the American Museum
of Natural History, the American Genetic
Association and a sweeping array of government



agencies from the obscure Virginia Bureau of Vital
Statistics to the U.S. State Department.

Next came an obsessive documentation
process. Every fact and fragment and its context
was supported with black and white documents,
then doubl e-checked and separately triple-checked
in a rigorous multistage verification regimen by a
team of argumentative, hairsplitting fact-checkers.
Only then was the manuscript draft submitted to a
panel of known experts in the field from the United
States, Germany, England and Poland, for a line-
by-line review. The result: behind each of the
hundreds of footnotes, there is a folder that
contai ns the supporting documentati on.

To ensure that al of our information was
accurate, we also set about verifying the work of
numerous other scholars by checking their
documentation. We often asked them to provide
documents from their files. In other words, we not
only documented my book, we verified other
works as well. Most of the authors graciously
complied, readily faxing copies of their documents
or explaining precisely where the information



could be found. During this process, however, we
discovered numerous errors in many prior works.

For example, in one book an important speech
on the value of heredity is attributed to WWoodrow
Wilson, president of the United States-the speech
was actually given by Jim Wilson, president of the
American Breeders Association. | can understand
how errors like this occur. Many scholars rely on
other scholarsdbworks. Summaries of summaries of
summaries yield a lesser truth with every iteration.
Except for the work of a few brilliant world-class
documenters, such as Daniel. Kevles, Benno
Miiller-Hill, Paul Weindling and Martin Pernick, |
largely considered published works little more
than leads. WhatG more, there is boundless
information on eugenics accumulating on the
Internet, some of it very prettily presented, much of
it hysterical, and unfortunately, most of it filled
with profound errors. Hence whenever possible, |
acquired primary source material so | could
determine the provabl e facts for myself.

When the research phase was over, | realized
that less than half the information | had assembled



would even make it into the book. Frankly, | had
amassed enough information to write a
freestanding book for each of the twenty-one
chapters in this volume. It was painful to pick and
choose which information would be included, but |
am confident that with so many journalists
throughout America now aggressively delving into
eugenics, the field will soon be as broad and
diversified as the investigations of the Holocaust
and American slavery. At least one book could be
written for each state, starting with California,
which was America® most energetic eugenic state.
Critical biographies are needed for the key
players. In-depth exami nations of the links between
Germany and the Pioneer Fund, the Rockefeller
Foundation, the Carnegie Institution as well as
numerous state officials would be welcome. The
role of the Chicago Municipal Court must be
further explored.

When | began this project in 2001, many in the
public were not even aware of eugenics. Indeed,
for a while my publisher did not even want me to
include the word eugenics in the title of this book.



Inreality, however, the topic has been continuously
explored over the past decades by severa
extremely talented academics and students hailing
from a range of disciplines from biology to
education. Although most were gracious and
supportive, | was surprised to find that many
tended to guard their information closely. One such
author told me she didn@ believe another book on
eugenics was necessary. (filt depends on how
nuanced,0 she said with some discomfort.) Another
professor astonished me by asking for money to
answer some questions within his expertise-the
first time | had encountered such a request in thirty-
five years of historical research. When | contacted
a Virginia professor who had written a dissertation
decades earlier, she actually told me she didn&
think a member of the media was fiqualifiedo to
read her dissertation. One collaborative scholarly
eugenic website, ironically funded by a federal
grant, restricts media usage while permitting
unrestricted scholarly usage.

As | was completing my work, the public was
begi nning to discover the outlines of eugenics. The



Richmond  Times-Dispatch, = Wnston-Salem
Journal, and several other publications and radio
stations, as well as the Los Angeles Times, New
York Times and American Heritage magazine, all
produced exemplary articles on various aspects of
eugenics. The Winston-Salem Journal series was
a feat of investigative journalism. As the
manuscript was being typed, the governors of
Virginia, Oregon, California, North Carolina and
South Carolina all publicly apologized to the
victims of their statesbofficial persecution. Others
will follow. The topic is now where it belongs, in
the hands of hard-driving journalists and historians
who will not stop until they have uncovered all the
facts.

Now that newspaper and magazine articles
have placed the crime of eugenics on the front
burner, my book explains in depth exactly how this
fraudulent science infected our society and then
reached across the world and right into Naz
Germany. | want the full story to be understood in
context. Skipping around in the book will only lead
to flawed and erroneous conclusions. So if you



intend to skim, or to rely on selected sections,
please do not read the book at al. Thisis the saga
of a century and can easily be misunderstood. The
realities of the twenties, thirties and forties were
very different from each other. | have made this
request of my readers on prior books and | repeat
it for this volume as well.

Although this book contains many explosive
revel ations and embarrassing epi sodes about some
of our society most honored individuals and
institutions, | hope its contents will not be misused
or quoted out of context by special interests.
Opponents of a woman& right to choose could
easily seize upon Margaret SangerGs eugenic
rhetoric to discredit the admirable work of
Planned Parenthood today; | oppose such misuse.
Detractors of todayé Rockefeller Foundation
coud easily apply the facts of their Naz
connections to their current programs; | reject the
linkage. Those frightened by the prospect of human
engineering could invoke the scienceGs eugenic
foundations to condemn all genomic research; that
would be a mistake. While | am as anxious as the



next person about the prospect of out-of-control
genomics under the thumb of big business, | hope
every genetic advance that helps humanity fight
disease will continue as fast and as furiously as
possible.

This is the right place to note that virtually all
the organizations | investigated cooperated with
unprecedented rigor, because they want the history
illuminated as much as anyone. This includes the
Rockefeller Foundation, the Carnegie Institution,
Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, and the Max
Planck Institute, successor to the Kaiser Wilhelm
Institute. All gave me unlimited access and
unstinting assi stance. These organi zations have all
worked hard to help the world discover their pasts
and must be commended. Planned Parenthood
worked with me closely day after day, searching
for  and faxing documents, continually
demonstrating their interest in the unvarnished
truth. The same can be said for numerous other
corporations and organizations. This is a book of
history, and corporate and philanthropic America
must be commended when they cooperate in an



investigation as aggressive and demanding as
mine.

Indeed, of the scores of societies, corporations,
organizations and governmental agencies |
contacted around the world, only one obstructed
my work. IBM refused me access to its files.
Despite this obstruction, | was able to demonstrate
that the race-defining punch card used by the SSin
Nazi Germany was actually derived from one
developed for the Carnegie Institution years before
Hitler came to power.

This project has been a long, exhausting,
exhilarating odyssey for me, one that has taken me
to the darkest side of the brightest minds and
revealed to me one reason why America has been
struggling so long to become the country it still
wants to be. We have a distance to go. Again | ask,
how did this happen in a progressive society?
After reviewing thousands upon thousands of pages
of documentation, and pondering the question day
and night for nearly two years, | realize it comes
down to just one word. More than the self-
validation and self-certification of the elite, more



than just power and influence joining forces with
prejudice, it was the corrupter of us all: it was
arrogance.
EDWIN BLACK
Washington, DC
March 15, 2003
As | wrote in my 2003 Introduction, many
books on the topic would follow mine, filling in
the details about a given state or region, or
centering on special classes of victims. | could
have written twenty volumes with the research |
had accumulated. But that was not possible. In the
decade since War Against the Weak was
published, more than a dozen good, specifically
focused books have appeared. They are welcome.
Dozens more are needed to fully chronicle the
sagas of the many places ravaged by eugenics,
from California, which led the nation in
sterilization at the hands of its elite, to Peru, where
in the later 1990s some 300,000 Indian women
were sterilized in a program funded by $36 million
in American foreign aid. More enterprise is
needed to tell the plight endured by so many groups



targeted for elimination, from the Deaf, considered
by Alexander Graham Bell disciples to be a
nemesis because they use sign language, to Native
Americans, tricked by the Bureau of Indian Affairs
as though they were a varmint infestation. Most
researchers struggle just to grasp the tragedy and
the suffering.

My task is very different. | have already
identified the victims and their trail of tears, atrail
too often disappearing into a fading future that
suddenly turns left into oblivion. My missionis to
expose who paid for these bleak episodes, who
agreed to them, who made them possible, and who
used his lofty status as a university scholar, a
medical expert, a governor, a judge, a legislator, a
prominent attorney, or a wealthy philanthropic
organization to press forward on the gearshift of
genocide.

Who controlled the throttle? Who paved the
way? Who happily collected a toll when the
caravan passed? Who escaped unscathed when the
crimes were discovered?

There is much more to do here for the careful



independent journalist and independent scholar,
because more than a few of the gilded institutions
are nervously standing inert and silent. Why? | am
asked over and over. The answer is simple.
Because too many of the vaulted universities and
their funders were among the perpetrators and are
too fearful to join the ranks of the illuminators lest
they be illumi nated.

Eugenics, after all, was a movement of the best
and brightest, the elite and the magnified, against
those perceived as weak or who became weak
after being systematically sapped of their strength
by junk science enshrined by the Aunrulyo of law.
This national nightmare was not a movement of
men in white sheets burning crosses on lawns at
midnight. This was a shining movement of men in
white lab coats and three-piece suits at the state-
house, the courthouse, and the illustrious name-
plated clinic. Pounding gavels, expounding
fictitious facts, and propounding genocidal laws
they twisted American society into a machine of
genocide against a significant segment its own
citizenry.



The Treaty on Genocide, Article 2, defines
genocide as flacts committed with intent to destroy,
in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial, or
religious group.0 Eugenics and its mandate of
family bloodline termination were repugnant
enough to be deemed figenocided from the first
moments the term genocide came into use. Article
2, section D, specifies. fimposing measures
intended to prevent births within the group.o In
Article 3, the treaty states that among the fiacts
[that] shall be punishabled are ficomplicity in
genocide.0 As for who shall be punished, the
Treaty specifies the perpetrators in Article 4:
fiPersons committing genocide or any of the other
acts enumerated in Article 3 shall be punished,
whether they are constitutionally responsible
rulers, public officials, or private individual s.0

Beyond a distant horizon, justice still waits for
the generations robbed of their progeny, for the
never-born generations deprived of their existence.
The force of justice also awaits the powerful in
our past and present that made such misery happen
by virtue of their ability to wage a war against the



weak.

EDWIN BLACK
Washington, DC
April 02, 2012



A Note on the Text

ar Against the Weak utilized published and

private sources spanning a century, and in

severa languages, and as such presented

numerous textual challenges. We relied
upon established style conventions as often as
possible, and, when required, adapted and
innovated styles. Readers may notice certain
inconsi stencies. Some expl anation follows.

Every phrase of quoted material has remained
as true as possible to the original terminology,
punctuation and capitalization, even to the point of
preserving archaic and sometimes offensive terms
when used by the original source. No attempt was
made to filter out ethnic denigrations when they
appeared in period materials. Eugenicists in
America called themselves eugenicists, but in
Britain referred to themselves as eugenists, and
sometimes the usage crossed; we used eugenicists



in narrative but eugenists whenever it appeared in
a specific quotation. In severa instances we
quoted from profoundly misspelled handwritten
letters, and it was our decision to transcribe these
as authentically as possible.

When referring to materials originally
published in German, journals and magazines are
cited by their legal name in German, such as
Archiv fur Rassen- und Geseilschaftshiologie,
with the first usage including a translation in
parentheses. Titles of books are referred to by their
English translations; the first usage includes the
origindl  German title in parentheses. When
multiple transl ations of a book title or organization
name exist, we selected the most appropriate. We
made an exception when a bookds title rose to the
public awareness of a Mein Kampf We used the
German for whenever possible but were
compelled to use the variant fuer when it was used
in American headlines.

For most points of style, this book has
followed The Chicago Manual of Syle.
Unfortunately, not even the near-thousand pages of



standards set forth in Chicago could cover al the
varied forms in which primary information was
received. Thisis especially true when dealing with
el ectronic sources such as Internet web pages, and
actual documents-new and old-reproduced in PDF
formats, electronic books and other Internet
sources. This is one of the first history books to
incorporate widespread use of |egitimate materials
on the Internet. For example, we obtained copies
of Papal encyclicals from the VaticanG website,
PDFs of origina historical programs, and
electronic books-all on the Internet. These are
legitimate materials when used with extreme
caution.

Citing the Internet is a profound challenge.
Given the lack of style consensus, and the fact that
websites are continuously updated and rearranged,
it was necessary to create a new style for Internet
citations. We decided to include just two key
elements: the websiteG home page address and the
title of the document. General search engines such
as Google and site-specific search engines will be
the best means of | ocating the content of these cited



pages. Naturally we retained printouts of all cited
web materials.



PART ONE




From Peapod to
Per secution




CHAPTER 1




M ountain Sweeps

hen the sun breaks over Brush Mountain

and its neighboring slopes in southwestern

Virginia, it paints a magical, almost iconic

image of AmericaG pastoral splendor. Yet
there are many painful stories, long unspoken,
lurking in these gentle hills, especially along the
hiking paths and dirt roads that lead to sharties,
cabins and other rustic encampments. Decades
later, some of the victims have been compelled to
speak.

In the 1930s, the Brush Mountain hill folk, like
many of the clans scattered throughout the isol ated
Appalachian slopes, lived in abject poverty. With
little education, often without running water or
indoor plumbing, and possessing few amenities,
they seemed beyond the reach of social progress.
Speaking with the indistinct drawls and slurred
vestigial accents that marked them as hillbillies,



dressed in rough-hewn clothing or hand-me-
downs, and sometimes diseased or poorly
developed due to the long-term effects of squalor
and malnutrition, they were easy to despise. They
were easily considered alien. Quite simply, polite
Virginia society considered themwhite trash.

Yet Brush Mountain people lived their own
vibrant rural highlands culture. They sang, played
mountain instruments with fiery virtuosity to toe-
tapping rhythms, told and retold engaging stories,
danced jigs, sewed beautiful quilts and sturdy
clothing, hunted fox and deer, fished a pan full and
fried it up.l Most of al, they hoped for better-
better health, better jobs, better schooling, a better
life for their children. Hill people did produce
great men and women who would increasingly take
their places in modern society. But hopes for
betterment often became irrelevant because these
people inhabited a realm outside the margins of
America®s dream. As such, their lives became a
stopping place for America® long biological
nightmare.

A single day in the 1930s was typical. The



Montgomery County sheriff drove up unannounced
onto Brush Mountain and began one of his many
raids against the hill families considered socially
inadequate. More precisely, these hill families
were deemed funfit,0 that is, unfit to exist in
nature. On this day the Montgomery County sheriff
grabbed six brothers from one family, bundled
them into several vehicles and then disappeared
down the road. Earlier, the sheriff had come for the
boys0 sister. Another time, deputies snared two
cousins.?

fil don& know how many others they took, but
they were after a lot of them,0 recalled Howard
Hale, a former Montgomery County supervisor, as
he relived the period for a loca Virginia
newspaper reporter a half century later. From
Brush Mountain, the sheriffé human catch was
trucked to a variety of special destinations, such as
Western State Hospital in Staunton, Virginia
Western State Hospital, formerly known as the
Western Lunatic Asylum, loomed as a tall-
columned colonia edifice near a hill at the edge of
town. The asylum was once known for its so-



called fimoral therapy,0 devised by Director Dr.
Francis T. Stribling, who later became one of the
thirteen founding members of the American
Psychiatric Association. By the time Brush
Mountain hillbillies were transported there,
Western housed not only those deemed insane, but

al'so the so-called fifeebl eminded.o
No one was quite sure how fifeeblemindedo

was defined.? No matter. The county avthorities
were certain that the hill folk swept up in their
raids were indeed mentally-and genetically-
defective. As such, they would not be permitted to
breed more of their kind.

How? These simple mountain people were
systematically sterilized under a Virginia law
compelling such operations for those ruled urfit.
Often, the teenage boys and girls placed under the
surgeons knife did not realy comprehend the
ramifications. Sometimes they were told they were
undergoing an appendectomy or some other
unspecified procedure. Generally, they were
released after the operation. Many of the victims
did not discover why they could not bear children



until decades later when the truth was finally
revealed to them by local Virginia investigative
reporters and government reformers.2

Western State Hospital in Staunton was not
VirginiaGs only sterilization mill. Others dotted the
states map, including the Colony for Epileptics
and the Feebleminded near Lynchburg, the nationés
largest facility of its kind and the state®s greatest
center of sterilization. Lynchburg and Western
were augmented by hospitals at  Petersburg,
WIlliamsburg and Marion. Lower-class white boys
and girls from the mountains, from the outskirts of
small towns and big city slums were sterilized in
assembly line fashion. So were American Indians,
Blacks, epileptics and those suffering from certain
maladies-day after day, thousands of them as
though orchestrated by some giant machine.®

Retired Montgomery County Welfare Director
Kate Bolton recalled with pride, fiThe children
were legally committed by the court for being
feebleminded, and there was a waiting list from
here to Lynchburg.0 She added, filf youéve seen as
much suffering and depravity as | have, you can



