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syllabus
I. course description

“The Bible is a record of the progress of revelation and biblical theology focuses on that” - Ryrie.
II. course objectives
1. To consider the role of general hermeneutics and the role of special hermeneutics in biblical interpretation.
2. To describe progressive revelation as found in the Bible and to interpret what salvation is within the canon.

3. To consider Revelation progressively revealed and to interpret instances.
4. To consider New Testament cases of Revelation progressively fulfilled and to interpret instances.

5. To evaluate a dispensational biblical theology.
III. course textbooks

A. Reading as assigned
Bartholomew, Healy, Mőller, Parry.  Out of Egypt: Biblical Theology and Biblical Interpretation. 
Barr, James. The Concept of Biblical Theology.

Beecher, Willis J. The Prophets and Promise.

Blaising and Bock, Progressive Dispensationalism.

Caird, G. B. The Language and Imagery of the Bible.

Feinberg, John S. (ed.) Continuity and Discontinuity.

Hirsch, E. D. Validity in Interpretation.

Johnson, Elliott. A Dispensational Biblical Thoelogy.

McClain, Alva J. The Greatness of the Kingdom. 
Ollenburger, Martens, and Hasel. The Flowering of Old Testament Theology.

Ryrie, Charles C. Dispensationalism.

Sandy, D. Brent. Plowshares and Pruning Hooks.

Saucy, Robert, The case of Progressive Dispensationalism.

Stallard, Mike (ed.), Dispensational Understanding of the New Covenant.

Vos, Gerhardus. Biblical Theology.
Waltke, Bruce K., Old Testament Theology.
IV. course requirements

B. Reading Assignments as noted in the class schedule.
C. Progress of Revelation of the Gospel
Position paper:  Is there one gospel in the whole canon of Scripture?  What is it?  What happens in the progress of revelation?
Ryrie, “Salvation in Dispensationalism” (105-122).

Klooster, Fred, “The Biblical Method of Salvation:  A Case for Continuity” (131-160).

Saucy, “The New Covenant and the Salvation of the Gentiles” (111-142).

Biblical passages to consider:  Genesis 15:1-6; Romans 4:1-5, 13-25; and Gal. 3:6-9.
D. Paper to be chosen for class presentation
Choose one paper between  October 2 – November 27:

How does the New Testament author interpret the Old Testament?

1. Interpret the Old Testament passage in context.

2. Interpret the New Testament use of the Old Testament.

3. What is the Progress in Revelation?
V. course policies
E. Weight Given to Course Requirements for Grading
Class participation

40%
Semester paper on Salvation
40%
Reading


20%

F. Class Participation

The student is expected to actively participate in 23 of the 28 classes.
G. Absences

Attendance at each class is expected.  No more than four (4) unexcused 75-minute class sessions may be missed without grade penalty.  For each class session absence beyond four, two points will be deducted from the final course grade (on a scale of 100).

H. Letter/Numerical Grade Scale

	A+
99-100
	B+
91-93
	C+
83-85
	D+
75-77
	F
0-69

	A
96-98
	B
88-90
	C
80-82
	D
72-74
	

	A-
94-95
	B-
86-87
	C-
78-79
	D-
70-71
	


VI. course supplemental information

DTS does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the operation of any of its programs and activities. To avoid discrimination the student is responsible for informing the Coordinator of Services for Students with Disabilities and the course instructor of any disabling condition that will require modifications.

VII. class schedule and READING 
8/28
Introduction to the Course

General Hermeneutics:  Literal Interpretation



E.D. Hirsch, 24-31 and 44-51
9/4
Types of biblical revelation

Special Hermeneutics



Progressive Revelation

· Divine authorship

· Definition of Progressive Revelation

Ryrie, 31-33, 84-95

Waltke, 51-52, 125-142

9/11
Historical audience and Canonical audience
Narrative Theology

Waltke, 93-112

Ryker, Words of Delight, 11-90


REVELATION PROGRESSIVELY REVEALED



Promise and Law


The uses of Language – Speech Act Theory




Caird, 7-36 and 54-61




Beecher, 175-194


9/18
Typology




Bock, 62-68

Bib Sac, 142. No. 568 (1985) 306-319, “Scripture Citing Scripture:  Use of OT in the New” Interpreting the New Testament Text, 255-276




Waltke, 136-142



Covenant Revelation




berîth, Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament




Stallard, 165-168 Definition of Covenant


9/25
Prophecy (Deut. 32)




Block, Daniel. Deuteronomy, 742-776




Waltke, 816-827



Judgment Pronounced on Serpent




Genesis 3:14, 15




Who is the serpent?




What is the temptation? 3:1-6




What were the consequences? 3:7




How does God confront them? 3:8-14




What is the structure of the judgment? 3:15




What happens in the final generation?


REVELATION PROGRESSIVELY FULFILLED


10/2
“Already and Not Yet”




Bock, 96-105




Waltke, 167-169




Saucy, 13-35



Matthew and Israel, the Son (Hosea 11:1)




How does Matthew interpret Israel and Jesus?


10/9
Matthew and Israel, the Servant (Isa. 42-53)




How does Matthew interpret the servant in Isaiah 40-54?



The Abrahamic Covenant in Genesis 15:7-21 and 17:1-27



Genesis 15:7




Saucy, 39-58




Is there one or two covenants?




Why isn’t Genesis 12:1-3 a covenant?


10/16
Paul and the Abrahamic Covenant




Gal. 3:14-24




Blaising, 187-




What is the difference between the church and Israel?



The Davidic Covenant




2 Sam. 7:11-16 – Psalm 89




Saucy, 59-80




What are the terms of the Davidic covenant?




What is the circumstance and request of the Psalm?


10/23
The Kingdom of Heaven and Matt. 3-12




Blaising, 53-55 and 175-187




What do John and Jesus mean by Kingdom?  Is the announcement related to temptations?



Is there any progress as the term continues to be used?




What is the relation between miracles and kingdom?



The Mysteries of the Kingdom and Matt. 13




Blaising, 43, 251-252




Does Jesus change the meaning of Kingdom?




What is the relation between the Kingdom announced and Kingdom in parables?


10/30
Acts 2, 3 and Psalm 16




Does the Old Testament prophecy resurrection?




Does Psalm 16 speak of resurrection?



Acts 2 and Psalm 110



Saucy, 62-74




Does Psalm 110 speak of the Davidic Kingdom?




How does this relation to Mark 11?


11/6
Acts 3:17-26 and use of Old Testament




Does Peter offer the Davidic Kingdom?



The New Covenant




Jer. 31:31-34 and Isa. 42:6, 49:8




Ezek. 34:25-31 and 37:25-28




What is the New Covenant?




What passages refer to it?


11/27
Paul




I Cor. 11:17-26; I Cor. 3:1-18




Is Paul a minister of the New Covenant?




What does that mean?



Hebrews




8:7-13, 9:11-28, 10:16-18




What is the difference between covenant and will and testament?




Does will and testament fulfill promised covenant?


PROGRESSIVE REVELATION AND A BIBLICAL THEOLOGY


12/4
Setting of the Narrative




Gen. 1-11




Is there progressive revelation?



Narrative of the Old Testament




Gen. 12 – Gospel of John




Is there progressive revelation?

12/11
Narrative of the New Testament




Acts – The Revelation




Is there progressive revelation?



Glory of God
