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German Humor:
Playing for Laughs and Tears

In this course we will spend most of our time producing choreographed readings of the play under study. During the quarter you will have the words of one of the greatest German dramatists, Georg Büchner, before your eyes, in your mouth, and in your ears. Our objective will be, by reading scripts, discussing texts, acting out parts, directing others in scenes, and viewing film and video versions of the play, to refine and extend your command of the written and spoken language.

Georg Büchner died at 23, the age when many US college graduates are just beginning their “real” lives, yet in his brief life he revolutionized the important literary theatrical and narrative genres of his time. In this course, we will engage in a sustained reading and production of his comic masterpiece, Leonce und Lena. It is at once a spoof of romantic comedy, Shakespearean drama, and the ultimate fairy tale. You can think of it as the 19th-century Princess Bride. During the first weeks of class, we will carefully read and discuss the play together; during the second part of the quarter, we will prepare and then put on a production of the play. 

Requirements: participation in class discussions and activities; memorization of lines for roles; and preparation for and performance in the final production before a live audience. 

Readings and performance in German; discussions in German and English. 
No theater experience necessary!
Policies: 
· Because of the heavy emphasis on discussion and acting exercises, daily participation is expected. Not participating in class will affect your grade. Share your thoughts and ideas!
· Always bring your book to class.
· The best way to contact me outside of class or office hours is through e-mail.  I aim to answer all e-mails within 48 hours of their receipt (though if you send something Friday afternoon, I may not see it until Monday). 
· Anyone with a documented disability requiring special accommodation must meet with the instructor during the first week of classes to arrange for such accommodation.

Required Book:
· Leonce und Lena, by Georg Büchner (Reclam XL ed. available from UW bookstore: the yellow one with the blue stripes!)

Expectations: 
· Class participation: 
· Every day, we will engage in warm-up, limbering exercises for body movement and/or speech control. 
· During weeks 2-5, we will carefully read through and discuss the text together line by line. 
· For these meetings, be sure to read the assigned scenes beforehand and look up all unknown vocabulary. 
· During week 7, we will all work together to plan the blocking and other details of our production.
· During weeks 8-10, we will rehearse the production.
· Regie führen: On Fridays, you will take turns directing each other in short scenes. Details about this activity will be forthcoming.
· Referat + Pitch: During week 6, you will each present a Referat about a certain aspect of the play as well as a “pitch” for a production idea. Details forthcoming.
· Be off-book by week 8!!!
· Final Performance: Dates, times, and location of final performance will be determined early in the quarter. You must participate in order to receive credit for the course. Grading for the final performances will be based on your dedication to learning your roles (pronunciation, intonation, and enthusiasm). You will not be penalized for not being a highly skilled actor: this is primarily a German language course, after all! The performances will be in lieu of a final exam.

Grading:
· Class Participation: 30%
· Participation in final performances: 30%
· Referat + Pitch: 20%
· Regie führen: 10%
· Getting off-book on time: 10%


Basically, as long as you come to class and play along, you will receive an excellent grade in this course!







Wochen- und Tagesplan
	Date
	

	
	1. Woche

	3/26
	Einführung, Vorstellungen, Kennenlernen

	3/28
	Wer war Büchner? Was macht eine Komödie? 

	3/30
	Kein Unterricht

	
	2. Woche

	4/2
	Leonce und Lena, I.1

	4/4
	Leonce und Lena, I.2

	4/8
	Regie führen!

	
	3. Woche

	4/9
	Leonce und Lena, I.3

	4/11
	Leonce und Lena, I.3,4

	4/13
	Regie führen!                                                                    Besuch von Prof. Jeffrey Fracé

	
	4. Woche

	4/16
	Leonce und Lena, II.1,2

	4/18
	Leonce und Lena, II.3,4

	4/20
	Regie führen!                                                                     

	
	5. Woche

	4/23
	Leonce und Lena, III.1,2

	4/25
	Leonce und Lena, III.3

	4/27
	Regie führen!

	
	6. Woche

	4/30
	Leonce und Lena “als…” (Referat + pitch)

	5/2
	Leonce und Lena “als…” (Referat + pitch)

	5/4
	Regiegespräch: unsere Inszenierungsziele festlegen.

	
	7. Woche

	5/7
	Inszenieren (Rollen verteilen) (Arrangement: I.1)

	5/9
	Inszenieren (Arrangement: I.2-4)

	5/11
	Inszenieren (Arrangement: II.1-4)

	
	8. Woche

	5/14
	Inszenieren (Arrangement: III.1-3)                                                                                                               

	5/16
	Proben                                                                                                                OFF BOOK!

	5/18
	Proben                                                                                                                OFF BOOK!

	
	9. Woche

	5/21
	Proben

	5/23
	Proben

	5/25
	Proben

	
	10. Woche 
(Achtung: Wir treffen uns in dieser Woche auch außerhalb der Unterrichtsstunden, um zu proben.)

	5/28
	Kein Unterricht: Memorial Day

	5/30
	Proben 

	6/1
	Proben

	
	

	6/2
	Aufführung!

	[bookmark: _GoBack]6/3
	Aufführung!



