ENGL 316B/CHID 250E 
Introduction to Postcolonial Literature, focus on Zimbabwe: winter 2015
Instructor: Dr. Anu Taranath (anu@uw.edu)
Class Time: Tuesdays 2-6pm
Office Hours: TH 10:30-11:30am & by appt.

Once part of the global British Empire and now officially independent, countries like Kenya, India, Pakistan, Jamaica, Barbados, and Zimbabwe have performed and negotiated their break from colonialism in sometimes different, sometimes similar ways. Our investigation of postcolonial literatures and theory will help us better understand:
 --historical colonial power and anticolonial conflict
--present day cultural legacies of imperialism in the recently independent postcolony
--who has power and privilege over others and why
--the role of travel, diaspora and globalization.

We will read literature from Zimbabwe to glean insight on that country’s cultural and literary scene, and to discuss how emblematic Zimbabwean literature might be to larger postcolonial concerns. Additionally, we will screen films, dabble in theory, and try to piece together how our world works now and how that came to be. This class will engage with issues of gender, sexuality, race, feminism, patriarchy, globalization, westernization, class, privilege, power and representation. 
This is an introductory class, with no prerequisites or expectations of prior familiarity with Africa or African issues. Our one requirement: an openness and willingness to engage in productive and collegial conversations. 

Required Texts:
African Sexualities, a reader—ed. Sylvia Tamale
Nervous Conditions-- Tsitsi Dangarembga
The Book of Not-- Tsitsi Dangarembga
Various articles and essays posted to Canvas



Course expectations: all readings & assignments completed on assigned days; attendance in class, course work to be turned in on time; engagement and respectfulness toward colleagues and course ideas. Late papers will not be accepted unless something quite dramatic occurs. If you are absent from class, first check with two of your classmates to find out what you have missed and exchange notes. Once you do this you are welcome to contact me for additional information. I may post reading prompts, short questions, and other course information on our class email list and/or Canvas page, so please configure your settings appropriately.
Assignments and Grade distribution:
Current Events Paper:  
Find an interesting event or issue in the newspaper or another current publication that has to do with Zimbabwe. Research at least three sources on the event or issue, with at least two international (non US) sources. Investigate the actual event, as well as HOW each publication uses the power of language to make their case and opinions known. Describe the event or issue with factual details, and go on to analyze the rhetoric used by the publications. Consider:  for whom are the articles written? What does the writers’ rhetoric and language indicate about their investments, affiliations, world view or leanings? What is assumed in the articles? What kinds of power dynamics can you detect in the articles? Please include full citation of sources. 
Suggested length: 4ish pages, due January 16 by 8am, uploaded on Canvas. This assignment is worth 20 points, which is 20% of your final class grade.
Critical Thinking and Analytical Paper:  
This paper will foreground links and connections between readings and discussions, and will serve as a space for critical thinking and analysis about course readings and themes.  “Critical thinking and analysis” can be understood as answering the following interrelated questions. The questions are provided as prompts to inspire you. While you don’t have to answer all the questions in your paper, I suggest you think through the answers to all of the questions before you start writing to productively stretch your ideas. 
Questions to consider:
what issues do the readings help us to reconsider, think about, complicate, or problematize? 
what kinds of academic and social interventions is the author making, and why is this important to her? 
why or how could this learning be important to you? 
how might you respond to the readings with your own critical analysis and argument about a particular issue? 
what do the readings have to do with your own concept of how the world is organized & your own particular 
place in it? 

Suggested length 4ish pages, due February 8th by 10am, uploaded on Canvas. This assignment is worth 25 points, which is 25% of your final class grade. 

Horizontal Conversation Projects: 
Place three of the texts we have engaged with in front of you, and imagine that the authors of these 3 texts are conversing with each other. Now add yourself. You will be the fourth voice in this conversation. Your task is to write out what happens when these four people (three authors and you) are in a room together to discuss the themes and ideas of our course. How might these 4 people interact? What might they say to each other?
This is a part-creative, part-substantive project. 
The creative part: the horizontal conversation can be written in whatever medium you choose. For example, you can choose a script, a dialogue, interviews, a series of monologues, a zine, or any other format that helps us understand how the four authors/activists/scholars (you included) are positioned and how they intersect. Your project will include some kind of visual component of your choice, something in addition to words. 
The substantive part: This is a cumulative project, a project that ties together what we have studied and discussed all term. This project will showcase your cumulative engagement. 
Some questions to consider in your Horizontal Conversation: What might the group of four say to each other about the power of literature in Zimbabwe? What might the group say about the complexities of global citizenship, the realities of postcolonial society, or the challenges and responsibilities of being an “African” writer in a global marketplace? What might you and the authors say about the differences and similarities related to gender, sexuality, class, race, culture and language?  Where are points of contact and similarity, points of difference and divergence? 
Describe why you grouped these particular folks together. What is your role in this quartet? Why did you choose your format, and how does it lend itself to your goals in this project? Why might this conversation matter to our own studies as a class this term? How do you and your own ideas fit into this conversation? Why do you think I call this the ‘horizontal conversation’ project? 
No page minimum or maximum, just do your best and most excellent work. Project due tuesday march 17, 4:30. This assignment is worth 35 points, which is 35% of your final class grade. 


Participation: includes all assigned readings by the assigned dates; active participation in class; attendance, short writings, short homeworks, collaborative engagement with our class colleagues; timely submission of written work, overall “how you are engaging”: 20% 
Current Events Paper—20%
Critical Thinking and Analysis Paper—25%
Horizontal Conversation—35%
Participation—20%

Schedule of Readings & Assignments, subject to revision

week 1-- tues jan 6:  introduction to course themes, philosophies, pedagogies, expectations. 



week 2—tues jan 13: from African Sexualities, a Reader:
		“Introduction” (1)	
		“Researching and Theorizing sexualities in Africa” (11)
		“Doing Research on sexuality in Africa: ethical dilemmas” (37)
		“Subversion and Resistance” activist initiatives” (77)
	
	    friday jan 16, 8:00am Current Events paper due

week 3—tues jan 20: “The ‘perils’ of sex and the panics of race” (from Reader); excerpts from Lifebuoy 
   Men, Lux Women; A. Fuller excerpt, C. Mungoshi fiction (on Canvas)

week 4-  tues jan 27: Nervous Conditions

week 5—tues feb 3: Nervous Conditions; critical essays on Nervous Conditions (on Canvas)
	   
    sunday feb 8, 10am Critical Thinking and Analytical Paper due

week 6—tues feb 10: readings from the Reader TBA

week 7-  tues feb 17: The Book of Not, critical essays on The Book of Not (on Canvas)

week 8—tues feb 24: Nervous Conditions/ The Book of Not

week 9—tues march 3: Elegy for Easterly (on Canvas)

wk 10—  tues march 10: catch up & Horizontal Conversation workshop
	
finals week—tuesday march 17, 4:30-6:20, Horizontal Conversation Projects due
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